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Virtual Contest 
The virtual contest for March is Freight Cars. 

Deadline for entries is 12 noon, Sunday, March14, 2021. 
Deadline for voting is 12 midnight, Friday, March 19, 2021.  

 
All entries will be emailed to the Webmaster. (Webmaster@modelraildayton.com) The date/
time stamp of the webmaster’s email will determine if the entry was received in time. The 
deadline for voting will be 12 midnight (EDT) the Friday before the general meeting. All votes 
will be emailed to the Webmaster. (Webmaster@modelraildayton.com) The date/time stamp of 
the webmaster’s email will determine if the vote was received in time. 
 

Entries will be displayed on the Division 3 website. 

Superintendent’s Report for March, 2021 
 
Once again I have sad news to pass along. Recently I learned that Div. 3 members John Reck and Tom 
Scogneti  passed away. I did not know Tom, but have known John for a long time. John had at one time a van 
that was GG1 maroon with 5 narrow gold stripes, a real Pennsy fan. Our thoughts are with their families. 
 
Smitty’s Hobby Shop officially closed on Jan. 30, after 85 years in business at several locations. I think small 
brick and mortar businesses are struggling in today’s economic and social climate, and not just because of the 
virus. 
 
On a much brighter note, as I’m writing this I can actually see grass in my yard. Not all of it, but some for the 
first time in over 3 weeks. In another month, we will probably be mowing. NMRA elections are underway, 
don’t forget to vote. Thanks to Jim Rollwage for his clinic on the coming of diesels on the UP. It’s amazing 
how once the war was over how quickly even new steam locos were removed from service. 
 
Finally, don’t forget the contest. We had 11 model entries in February and March is freight cars. We all have 
freight cars, so enter something. Thanks to Jim Montgomery and Will Davis for their info on an old TruScale 
crane I got in the early 60’s. It can be fun to dig through old catalogs, the internet, or your basement looking 
for something. I often find something good I had forgotten I had. 
 
See you all in March Mark Stiver, Supt., Div. 3, MCR, NMRA 
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In Memoriam: Division 3 Loses 2 Members: 
January 2021 was a particularly brutal month on Division 3. Two of our senior members passed away: Tom 
Sorauf and John Reck. Each was a long-time member of Division 3, each served in a leadership role, and each 
participated in division activities right up until their passing. It therefore seems appropriate to celebrate their 
lives, especially with regards to their involvement in model railroading. This will be our final goodbye to Tom 
and John as we thank them for jobs well done. 
 
Dr. Tom Sorauf, February 22, 1941 to January 3, 2021 
Tom was a successful, practicing pediatrician in the Dayton area for over 
40 years, building a reputation as a loving husband and father, and a leg-
acy of a caring, dedicated, and outstanding doctor. But Tom also loved 
model trains and railroading. He was a longtime member of Division 3 
and supported all our activities. He managed our monthly modelling con-
tests for at least 10 years and worked the position until his death. He vol-
unteered at our Annual Dayton Train Shows for as long as I can remem-
ber, and I know he was enthusiastic about the train shows because he 
showed up working the attendance clicker and updated our hourly pro-
gress, always dressed in his railroad hat and bandana. He also supported 
our Model Railroad TRAINing Day by helping with the build it layout 
and by working whatever other jobs we needed done. He worked our 
booth at the Annual Carillon Park Railfest by outreach with the public 
and assisting with our drawing registrations. He enjoyed our summer bus tours and even offered his own lay-
out in Grandpa’s Trains Room for a layout tour after one of our Sunday monthly division meetings. Tom’s 
passing leaves a real void in our current leadership team, but more importantly, we have lost a true friend. We 
will miss Tom’s warm smile. Rest in Peace. 
 
John Reck, February 7, 1937 to January 28, 2021 
John was born in Covington, OH and worked and retired from the Cov-
ington Savings and Loan Association. He also served as a member of the 
Ohio National Guard, was a member the Covington Christian Church, 
was a volunteer with the Kiwanis Club, Boy Scouts of America, and the 
Covington Community Chest. But I think his favorite pastime (other than 
family) was being an active member of Division 3 of the National Model 
Railroad Association. In the early 2000’s, John was voted as the Division 
3 Chief Clerk and served admirably on the Board of Governors under Su-
perintendent John Smith, using his banking experience in support of the 
division. Subsequently, each year we used his expertise to fulfill our re-
quirement of the yearly audit of the checkbook register and savings ac-
counts. He continued to perform those duties until his passing. As an ac-
tive member of our division and after his stint on the BOG, John contin-
ued to work and support all our major activities. He volunteered at our 
annual train shows and helped with the Railroading Merit Badge for the 
Boy Scouts. We always saw John’s smiling face at the Annual Carillon Park Railfest and accompanying picnic 
for the staff. John also volunteered at our Annual Model Railroad TRAINing Day, volunteering where ever we 
most needed help. Two years ago he handled the drawing tickets for the give away layout. John particularly 
liked the Pennsylvania Railroad and was widely known for his license plates: PRR E8. When Division 3 be-
gins meeting again in person after COVID, John’s absence will be significant. We will miss his friendly per-
sonality tremendously. Rest in Peace. 
Rick Lach 
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2021 Dayton Train Show 
                We are planning for the 2021 Dayton Train Show and we hope things will work in our favor.  I am 
currently Chair and I am asking for someone who may be interested in being chair next year to join me as co-
chair or assistant chair or whatever title suits you (Liege of DTS, Emperor in training, . . . ) this year.  I would 
like to have some new experiences with the group and with Model Railroading in general and to have a break 
from chairing the show.  At this point I plan to work the show, but not as Chair in 2022. Absolutely WILL 
NOT be chair in 2022.  I love being chair but am ready for a break and some experience in other areas.  
                If you are considering this position, you can contact me and I will go over everything I can think of 
with you, answer questions, etc.  This would be a no-pressure, no-commitment meeting.  I know that some of 
you do not know what is involved in the show, especially the behind-the-scenes stuff, so how do you make a 
good decision without knowing?  
                It was very valuable to me when I worked with Rick on the shows before I became chair.  I went into 
the job knowing what was needed and how to approach things.  I am hoping to do the same for my succes-
sor.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.             
Gail Yarnall 
DTS Chair 
  
ZOOM Meetings              
                If you have not been on Zoom and have a computer, smart phone or tablet, please don’t miss this ex-
perience.  You can get a personal Zoom for free and be able to have 40 minute meetings for no charge.  Maybe 
lunch with a friend?  (BYOL—bring your own lunch.)  An operations session, a show and tell, a mini-
clinic?  (Honestly, one of my groups had a cocktail party on Zoom (BYOB and snacks).  The possibilities are 
boundless.  
                If you have not been on Zoom before, I can arrange a dry-run session with you:  You and I meet to-
gether.  All the is required is a phone and a computer/laptop/smart phone (each of which work with Zoom).  I 
will walk you through set-up.  If you are a clinician, I will walk you through your presentation before the 
meeting with a dry run.  If you want to know more about how to use Zoom, here are the start-up steps: 
1.            Click on the link I provide.  (If you want your own Zoom account, let me know and I can help you 
with that.)  
2.            Answer the questions.  Most times this is fairly easy.  Just follow the prompts.  Be sure to put a name 
to your device.  We prefer your own name.  There are hackers out there trying to get in and play games with 
the group (and they don’t want to play Scrabble, either!).  If you have your name on the computer, we know 
we can let you in.  
3.            Next it will take you to a screen that will prompt you to answer two more questions:  1) Do you want 
video? (if your video is not yet enabled) and 2) Do you want audio?  These are your choice.  You can join the 
meeting without either one, in which case your only interaction with the group will be Zoom Chat.  I’ll prompt 
you how to do that when you enter.  
Note that for most meetings I will open the room ½-1 hour ahead.  That gives time for help if you are having 
problems, questions and a time to talk with the other meeting members.  
For more Zoom questions and answers, feel free to contact me at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com.  
Gail Yarnall 
 

Please go online, enter and vote for the monthly Contest 
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MEET:                 LONE EAGLE PAYNE (1908-2007) Part 2 by Rick Lach 
 
Lone Eagle Payne was born on January 19, 1908. In July 1943, Lone Ea-
gle joined the United States Army and participated during WWII. After 
the war, he was a City Carrier (mailman) for the Springfield Post Office 
as well as a Railroad Conductor for the Whitewater Valley Railroad in 
Connersville, IN until his retirement in 2006.  Lone Eagle passed away on 
January 25, 2007 at the age of 99.  He still participated in Division 3 ac-
tivities right up until the end. 
 
He was instrumental in establishing Division 3 and appears to be a charter 
member of Mid Central Region’s Division 3 of the National Model Rail-
road Association (NMRA).   As the Division Historian, read Lone Eagle’s 
eloquent account of the history of the first four years of Division 3, from 
1959 to 1963, which is included in the Division 3 Website.  Note the fa-
miliar names of W. Allen McClelland, Bob Fink, Alvin Schultz, Don 
Santel, Jim Rhinehart and others during those early years of the fledgling 
division’s history.  He served as President of the Mid-Central Region, Su-
perintendent of Division 3, held other Division and Region positions, and 
was active with the Teen Association of Model Railroaders. After his 
death, as we gradually cleared out the train items in Lone Eagle Payne’s 
estate,  we came across a box of plaques, certificates, and an unofficial 
notebook highlighting the beginnings of Division 3 in 1959 and the early 
1960’s.  These are awards that were presented to Lone Eagle from divi-
sion, region, and national levels. Among them are a large plaque recog-
nizing Life Time Achievement from the NMRA; 2 Mid Central Region 
Director’s Awards, the Wenderfer Award, a Mid Central Region Contest 
First Place winner for a caboose, a Division 3 Contest Award Winner, 
another plaque from the NMRA, and a recognition plaque from the 
Whitewater Valley Railroad for which he was a conductor. He was 
awarded the National Model Railroad Association’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award in 1993 and the NMRA Meritorious Service Award. These items serve as proof of a lifetime of 
service and a willingness to be involved in the early days of our organization and the hobby. 
 
He modeled in 2 Rail O Scale and was an advocate 
of scratch building. His entire basement was con-
sumed with around the wall bench work, track, and 
shelves of models.  It must have been a magnificent 
sight to behold his full model railroad in operation. 
 
Lone Eagle Payne was a volunteer Conductor on the 
Whitewater Valley Railroad in Connersville, Indiana 
and took pride in wearing his conductor uniform on 
the job and while working at our train shows. On 
permanent display in the Greene County Historical 
Society’s main building in Xenia, OH are Lone Ea-
gle’s conductor uniform, the plaques and certificates 
mentioned above, and a complete passenger train 
and freight train from his collection.  The remainder 
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of his estate has been completely disposed of. 
 
 A man who outlived all of his family, Lone Eagle was not at a loss of those who wished to pay final tribute to 
him at his memorial service.  Many members of Division 3 and their spouses attended his Memorial Service at 
the Tobias Funeral Home, Belmont Chapel in Dayton on Saturday afternoon, March 3, 2007.  It is safe to say 
that one cannot talk about Division 3 history, Dayton’s early model railroad achievement, and excellent Divi-
sion 3 heritage, organization, and leadership without including the name Lone Eagle Payne in the discussion.   
 
I joined Division 3 in 2002, just 5 years before Lone Eagle’s death.  He was already in his 90’s when I first 
noticed this gentleman.  At division meetings, when he spoke, everyone quieted down.  I remember wondering 
who was this man who commanded so much respect.  I remember him showing up at the train show in his con-
ductor uniform and helping with paperwork.  Later I learned that when the division took a field trip ride on the 
Whitewater Valley Railroad, Lone Eagle was the conductor on the train, again wearing his conductor’s uni-
form.  I took the picture of him in the passenger car as he executed his duties.  I was always amazed at his 
stately posture, gentlemanly manners, and willingness to have a conversation.  My last remembrance of him 
was at an occasion in which the Dalmatian Switching District was on display.  He was alone at the layout and 
operating a train using one of the cab controls.  He was standing there, slightly bent at the knees, concentrating 
on making the engine move in the correct manner.  This was a rather special moment to me, and I remember 
thinking that I wished I had a camera with me.  It wasn’t too long afterwards that Lone Eagle’s death was an-
nounced, and I attended his Memorial Service.  While I had conversations with Lone Eagle, and I know that he 
knew me by name, I regret that I never had the kind of deep conversation with him that would have focused on 
his philosophy of model railroading, why he chose 2 rail O scale, tips at scratchbuilding, his favorite prototype 
railroad, his perspective on being a conductor, and why he seemingly dedicated his later life to this hobby.  I 
was totally ignorant of his prodigious executive positions and his role in Dayton Model Railroading history.  
You can imagine my surprise when we discovered all those plaques, awards, and certificates! And I deeply 
appreciate the actions of Dick Strous and the Greene County Historical Society for displaying all these items 
for the public to view. 
 
Division 3 honored Lone Eagle Payne at the 40th Anniversary Edition of the Dayton Train Show at the Hara 
Arena 5 years ago, a train show that he both worked and attended in the past, with a display, story board, and 
his conductor’s uniform.  He would be very happy but humbled with what he would see today regarding model 
railroading in southwestern Ohio.  The best way to continue to honor Lone Eagle Payne and continue his mem-
ory is by telling his story and documenting his achievement.  Recounting Lone Eagle’s legacy is an ongoing 
project; if anyone who knew him personally would jot down your memories of him and forward them to me, 
we can include them in our website for posterity.  We will include this article, any additional information, and 
more pictures on the Division 3 website, www.modelraildayton.com.    Thank you so much.  Rick Lach 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
March - Freight Cars 
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  Non-Revenue Cars 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July -  No Contest 
August -   
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures. 

February -  Non-Revenue Cars 
 
MODEL 
Kit 
First Place John Santel 
Second Place John Santel 
  John Santel 
Third Place Eric Zimmerman 
 
KitBashed 
First Place  John Santel 
Second Place Wil Davis 
 
ScratchBuilt 
First Place Charles Clevenger 
 
PHOTO      
First Place Gail Yarnall 
Second Place Dana Yarnall 
  Dana Yarnall 

Kit - First Place - John Santel Kit-Bashed - First Place -John Santel 

Scratchbuilt - First Place - Charles Clevenger 
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Photos         First Place                                     Second Place                      Second Place  
                  Gail Yarnall                                    Dana Yarnall                                            Dana Yarnall 

Kit -Third Place - Eric Zimmerman Kit-Bashed -  Second Place - Wil Davis 

Kit - Second Place - John Santel 

Kit - Second Place - John Santel 



March 2021 

The Call Board is the official publication of Division 3, Mid Central Region, National Model Railroad Association. It is 
published monthly except in August.   All comments and opinions are welcome. Those views expressed in the Call Board do 
not necessarily reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid Central Region or Division 3. 

Next Crew Call 

When: March 21, 2pm 
Where: 

Zoom 
Program: Al McClelland 

Contest: Freight Cars 
Visitors and Guests Always Welcome 

Board of Governors 

Superintendent 
Mark Stiver 
mstiver@woh.rr.com 

Assistant Superintendent 
Gail Yarnall 
NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 

Chief Clerk 
Dana Yarnall  
dyarnall462@gmail.com  

Past Superintendent 
Rick Lach 
caboose46@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Chairman 
Gordon Carlson 
gorhenca@gmail.com 

Call Board Editor 
J. Hedge 
hedgejn@hotmail.com 

Ric Zimmerman 
ezrails@att.net 

Board of Governors 
The Board of Governors usu-
ally meets the first Monday of 
the month to conduct the busi-
ness of the Division. Meetings 
will be conducted online until 
further notice. Any member 
may attend and participate in 
the meeting. Please contact a 
board member to verify date 
and time. 

Official Division Contact 
 
Division 3, MCR, NMRA Inc 
PO Box 341233 
Dayton, OH 54534 
 
Division Cell Phone: 
(937) 301-0746 
Leave a message 
 
Email: 
NMRA.DIV.3@gmail.com 

Please go online, 
 enter and vote for 
the monthly Contest 


