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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR MAY 2018 
 

This is really strange:  While my tenure as Superintendent lasts until April 30, 2018, and 
the deadline for the May Call Board is due before April 30, I am actually composing re-
marks regarding events for the newsletter to be published after my tenure expires.  Just the 
way the calendar works…… 
 
By now, everyone knows that we had a successful election in April in which Mark Stiver 
was elected Superintendent; Gail Yarnall was elected as Assistant Superintendent, and 
Tom Mroczka was reelected as Chief Clerk. This is a veteran nucleus for the BOG, as all 
three have been BOG members before.  At the May BOG meeting, Mark will appoint and 
the BOG will approve the new members of the BOG for the next 2 years.  Our division is 
in great hands for the future, and we certainly thank our newly elected officials for their 
willingness to serve and bring our division programs to consensus.  Next, I would like to 
thank, in writing, the members of the outgoing BOG who have selflessly given their time 
so that we could have a dynamic division program:  Eric Zimmerman, Gordon Carlson, 
Tom Mroczka, Gail Yarnall, Wil Davis, and J. Hedge – thanks again and job well done. 
 

May is regional convention month, and some of our division members will be attending the MCR Convention 
in Cincinnati from May 17-20.  This promises to be a spectacular convention, as several members of the Hq 
NMRA staff will be there to conduct clinics; Allen McClelland and Judy Gliebe of our division will also 
speak; and 67 layouts will be available for tours. I suggest that you go to the regional convention website and 
look at the schedule, and if you are able, register and attend some of these sessions.    Next month Mark and 
Gail should be able to report on any interesting announcements from the MCR Board of Director’s meeting 
and the Superintendent’s Breakfast.  Let’s try to support the region and Division 7 as we begin our spring and 
summer modeling activities. 
 
The May calendar has presented a unique dilemma:  Mother’s Day is May 13; our normal division general 
meeting is scheduled for May 20, which is also the final day of the regional convention and features their Sun-
day layout tours; and Memorial Day Weekend includes May 27.  The BOG considered several alternatives to 
ease the calendar, and decided that May 20 is still our best alternative for our monthly meeting.  We discussed 

(Continued on page 2) 



 ===========  2  ===========  

this at the April meeting, and the membership also agreed that our May meeting should still be on Sunday, 
May 20.  This only affects those who plan to visit layout tours on Sunday afternoon.  It also affects Ed Swain, 
who was our scheduled featured speaker.  Ed has been rescheduled to speak in June, and we are currently 
working another featured speaker (unknown to me as of the writing of this article).  We apologize for any in-
convenience.  We probably will get the name of our May speaker to the membership by an email blast as soon 
as that decision is made. 
 
And lastly, upcoming events:  besides the convention in May, our division will again participate in the Carillon 
Park Railfest the fourth weekend in June. We are also in the planning stages of participating in the Montgom-
ery County Fair in mid-July (in an effort to try on for size our new train show venue). Also, we will make our 
initial announcement of our Annual Bus Trip at next month’s meeting in which we plan to visit more layouts in 
the local area in August.  So our plate is getting full as we begin to think about the summer months. 
 
I attended the Carillon Park Railfest Planning Meeting on April 18, and I have some astounding news to report 
(not relating to the Railfest).  Construction changes to Carillon Park were discussed, and included in planned 
new construction for this year is a new bigger building to house Culp’s Café and the featured back drop in the 
café will be the restored D&W Interurban Car 602.  As described to me, the car with trucks will rest on rails 
which will be mounted on bricks recently excavated from Wayne Avenue.  A little over 10 years ago, Division 
3 rescued the 602 from destruction, and through a series of events, it has been restored by Dayton History and 
will be on permanent display in Dayton on bricks that it probably rode over.  Ground breaking for the new 
building could be within 2 months with construction finished this year.  This is a fantastic story, and Division 3 
should be proud that it had a hand in preserving a railroad icon.  Can’t wait to see 602 in its new home.   
 
Charge to all division members: 
 
Finally, I encourage all division members to check your NMRA membership status and renew if needed.  
Please plan to attend the May general meeting at the Greene County Historical Society on May 20 at 2 PM. We 
hope to provide initial details on the Carillon Park Railfest in June and the Montgomery County Fair in July, 
and the Annual Division Bus Trip in August.  Also plan to attend the regional convention in Cincinnati from 
May 17-20.  Thanks to everyone for your continued support. 
 
And finally, it has been a distinct honor and pleasure to serve as Superintendent over the last 4 years.  I think 
we have all worked together well to produce a program that more than meets our needs.  And I certainly have 
enjoyed all the new friends I have met.  I plan to serve on the BOG as Past Superintendent and work on my 
Golden Spike Award, as well as other AP program certificates.  Thanks for the memories. 
 
Rick Lach 
Superintendent, Division 3, MCR, NMRA 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures 

Results for April 2018 
Passenger Cars 

 
Level 1  Kit 
First Place  Ed Durkin 
 
Level 2  Kit Bashed 
First Place  Harold Boat 
Second  Place  Wil Davis 
 
Level 3  Scratchbuilt 
First Place  Doug Campbell 
   
PHOTO 
First Place  Nate Adams 
Second Place  Nate Adams 
Third Place  Nate Adams 
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Bank Parking 

Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third Sun-
day of each month except August. Programs are 
open to all members of the NMRA and any one 
interested in railroads or railroad modeling. 

May Crew Call 
2pm 20 May 2018 

Green County Historical Society 
Church St, Xenia, Ohio 

Program:  
Contest: Diesel Locomotive 

Division 3 at the Montgomery County Fair 
As you know, the Dayton Train Show will be at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds this year.   To help pro-
mote our show and to support the fairgrounds, we plan to appear at the Montgomery County Fair as an exhibi-
tor.    
Many attendees for the fair are our ideal audience:  families, couples, retirees . . .   that is a big part of the rea-
son we are doing the fair.  Every time we move, we lose part of our audience.  This is a great opportunity for 
us to reach out to some new potential attendees.  The fact that we are on the site where our show is going to be 
held is a big bonus, since fair attendees already how to find the fairgrounds.   
We need help from the division to make this happen.  This is the largest outreach we have ever attempted.  
The fair is July 9-15 at 10am-10pm.  You do not have to be there every day or even all day.  We hope you can 
work for at least a few hours on 2-3 days and we will be thrilled if you decide to help us more than that.  Of 
course, the bonus is that you can see the fair for free when you are not working our booth.  The whole event 
should be FUN FUN FUN!  There are sitting jobs, standing jobs and jobs that have both:  something that eve-
ryone can do.  We will be inside a climate-controlled building.  Refreshments are available from fair vendors. 
We are also looking for a camper we could use and park on fair grounds for the duration of the fair.  There are 
a few of us who will be there for the whole event and we will need the ability to step away from the event and 
rest (take a sanity break).  The grounds will be secure and patrolled during fair week and the camper should be 
very safe.  The Fairgrounds staff takes security very seriously.   
The fairgrounds is just west of Dayton--off West US 35 and Infirmary Road in a park which is nestled in a 
very nice neighborhood.  If you can help us during the fair and/or if you have a camper we could borrow, 
please contact us at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com or 937-301-0746.  We need a count of potential volunteers.   
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TRAINing Day—2018 and 2019 
Our 2018 TRAINing Day was a big success.  Everyone seemed to have a great time and we thank all the peo-
ple who helped us make this event so much fun.  We especially thank Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church 
for their helpful, supportive, homey atmosphere.  Sulphur Grove is growing and space has become tight.   
There will no longer be enough room for our TRAINing Day event.  We are once again looking for a venue.  
If you have any ideas for a new venue, please help. 
This will be our fourth venue search in 3 years. Due to other Div 3 responsibilities, I cannot do the preliminary 
research on potential sites.  However, you can accomplish this with a phone call.   
If you have an idea for a new venue, go to our Facebook page (NMRA Miami Valley Division 3), to our web-
site (www.modelraildayton.com) or, if you prefer, I can email you the form.   Then use the TRAINing Day 
Venue Search Form to guide you through the call.  It has a brief overview of our group, a brief overview of 
TRAINing Day and 10 questions to ask.  These ten questions will give me the information I need to proceed.  
Just follow the form when you talk to the venue and it should be a very easy phone call.  Your one phone call 
will drastically shorten the amount of time it takes me to find our new venue.   
We are already planning for the 2019 TRAINing Day.  It should be another great event.  We just need your 
help to find our new home.  And hopefully this will be the last venue hunt we have for a very long time. If you 
have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com or 937-301-0746 –Gail Yarnall 
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Open Operating Sessions 
The Darke County Model Railroad Club is inviting anyone who is interested in operating their layout to join 
them. They meet on the second Sunday of the month, starting at 1:00 pm. There is plenty of parking and lots 
of fun. They are located at: 

405 1/2  S. Broadway 
Greenville, Ohio 
(Second Floor) 

 
Bill Reese’s N scale Pine Creek Railway is recruiting operators for its’ monthly operating sessions. They are 
held the 3rd Monday of the month from 7 pm to 9 pm. The Pine Creek Railway (PCRY) is a freelance model 
railroad set in Ohio in the mid 1970’s.  It is a single-track point-to-point style railroad with five offline staging 
locations.  For more information contact Bill Reese at (937) 454-2281 

http://home.earthlink.net/~w.reese/index.html 


