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April Crew Call CANCELLED        
TRAINing Day POSTPONED Date TBA 

Superintendent’s Report for April 2020

We are certainly living in interesting and confusing times. I’m sure the constantly changing news from day to 
day is causing a lot of stress and anxiety for many of you, but I believe we will get through this. Much of 
Division 3’s and other model railroad groups activities are  being disrupted, as are almost all other group 
gatherings. The March general meeting was cancelled and I hope no one traveled to Xenia unawares. Please 
check the Division website for the most up to date information. Many other Divisions in the Region have had 
to cancel their meeting also. The [Great] train show at Montgomery County Fairgrounds was cancelled. The 
BOG may try to conduct the April BOG meeting on line. Right now Carillon Park is closed, TRAINing Day 
is postpone, date to  be announced. The election procedures have been modified as noted below. The contests 
will also resume with the theme each month to be determined. As I said, make sure to check the Division 
website for the latest news. If you have concerns or ideas, don’t hesitate to contact me or anyone else on the 
BOG. I also want to wish J Hedge a full and speedy recovery. Until we meet again, stay safe and go build 
something on your layout. 

Mark Stiver, Superintendent, Div. 3 

Division 3 Election News 
The Corona Virus has derailed our plans for a meeting and for elections in the traditional way.  

 However, the BOG has investigated what we can do to move forward with elections.  Here is how we plan to 
proceed with our 2020 elections: 
 
 This is notice that we are formally accepting nominations from the membership for 2020-2022 
officers.  At present we have one person running for each position:  
 
 Superintendent: Mark Stiver, Assistant Superintendent: Gail Yarnall, and Chief Clerk: Dana Yarnall.  
 
 Any new nominations MUST BE RECEIVED by April 8, 2020 and may be made by phone (937-438-8582) if 
no answer leave message, email (ezrails@att.net) or by snail mail (370 Maple Trace Trail, Dayton, OH 45458) 
to Ric Zimmerman. Mail in time to ensure arrival on or before April 8, 2020. 
 

If new nominations are received, each nominee will be vetted by a member of the Election 
Committee ,by phone. Ballots will be mailed out on April 11, 2020 containing the final slate.  Ballots must be 
returned on original printed form by mail only, to Ric Zimmerman and MUST BE RECEIVED by April 
27.  To complete the ballot, record your vote then fold, tape and stamp pre-addressed ballot.  Drop it in any 
mailbox.  Write in votes are not permitted. New Officers will be announced at the May meeting (if we can 
meet by then) and/or in the June Call Board.  
 
NMRA MCR Miami Valley Division 3 Board of Governors 

mailto:ezrails@att.net


The Story of “Ol’ Blue” 
Phil Gliebe 

One fine rainy day, I was going through a stash of model train kits I had been accumulating over the past 20 
years, and came upon a Grandt Line Hon3 GE 25 Ton End Cab Industrial Locomotive kit.  The price on the 
box said $38.99, but I couldn’t remember when I bought it, let alone how much I really paid for it.  So, I 
dumped out the contents onto my work table (which is really an old metal kitchen table from my Aunt Alice’s 
estate), and looked at what was in the box.   
There were nine pages of instructions, which told me right there that I was in uncharted territory!  Most of the 
parts were on plastic sprues, and those parts were very tiny and delicate.  There was an electric motor, two axle 
sets with gears on them, but nothing else gave any hint that this was a locomotive kit.  Feeling somewhat 
overwhelmed at the task that lay before me, I put everything back in the box, and put the box back in the stash 
where I found it.  Maybe, I said to myself, I could put this in the Division 3 auction the next time it comes 
around. 
Well, my conscience got the better of me.  I recalled the times Bob Fink had challenged me with a box of 
locomotive parts, or an Ambroid Craftsman kit, and that I was able to work my way through them and produce 
half-way decent models from them.   My conscience said, “Build this and Bob will be proud of you!”  Well, 
actually that was not my conscience, it was my inflated ego. 
So. I went back to my stash of unbuilt kits, and darned if I couldn’t find that locomotive kit!  I think it was 
because my “stash” was actually several stacks of boxes inside of boxes, at various locations around by “train 
room,” with a somewhat disorganized inventory of what I had in the stash, not on paper, but in my head.  

Anyone out there been there?  It’s sort of like, “I think I put it in the pile underneath Junction City, third box 
from the bottom …. or was it the second box from the bottom?”  Well, after looking through all five boxes in 
the pile underneath Junction City, I found it in the pile under Wisconsin Rapids.  Note that Junction City and 

Wisconsin Rapids are locations on my layout under 
construction. 

I have included photo 1 to give you an idea of how 
many parts were in this Grandt Line kit, of which 

there were 87.  The instructions were pretty clear, 
except that in some cases the sketches of the parts 
weren’t clear enough to tell which side of the part I 

was looking at.  As Murphy would have it, I 
usually picked the wrong side to glue something 
onto it, and later discovered the mistake and had to 

go back and redo it.  I won’t bore the reader with 
the day-to-day progress in building the kit, other 
than to say that it took about 6 months to complete 

it, averaging 7 to 10 hours a week.  Needless to 
say, I was able to consume many glasses of whole-
grain beverage during the process.  As the project 

object got closer and closer to looking like a 
locomotive, I became obsessed with completing it, 
and was anxious to see if it actually worked. 
 

The chassis and running gear assembly were the 
trickiest, as gear trains had to be assembled, wiring 
had to be installed connecting motor to contact 

points and pickup strips, etc., etc.  And the chassis 
itself had to be assembled from a dozen or so parts 

Photo 1 by Phil Gliebe 



Photo 3 by Phil Gliebe 

Photo 2 by Phil Gliebe 

.  I kept thinking, “man, this is never gonna work!”  Oh, and the axle sets (Grandt Line kindly had already 
installed the wheels and gears on the axles, bless their hearts!) were gauged for Hon3, and I had to re-gauge 
the wheel spacings to Hon30.  This was not an easy task, because the axle sets were so small, I could just 
barely get the nose of the needle-nose pliers between the wheel and the gear, and it was difficult to move 
each wheel inward by 0.75 millimeters to get from 10.5 mm (Hon3) to 9 mm (Hon30) gauge.  I won’t 
describe how I did it, because it was very, very crude, but it was effective, sort of. 
 
I finally got the build to the point where I could set it on a piece of track to see if it worked.  Lo and behold, 
the thing actually ran!  I then celebrated with a cold, whole-grain beverage (or two, or three, can’t 
remember). 
 
Spurred on by this success, I tackled building the cab, hood, etc., and adding the interior details.  Yes, this 
kit had interior details, including dashboard, controls, engineer seat, tool box, etc.  I pondered what color to 
paint the body, as most all of my switch engines were painted black or green.  Feeling bold, I decided I’d 
paint it blue.  The chassis was painted grimy black, and weathered with grays and rust colors.  I painted all 
the interior details before installing the roof over the cab. 
 
Final assembly consisted of adding hand rails, uncoupler lift bars, bell, horn, grab irons, etc.  After 
completing the build, I tested it on a length of track, and it was able to pull 5 Hon30 cars with no problem.  
When it’s running, it sounds like an electric razor, but what the heck, it runs, right?  Oh, and don’t tell 
anybody, but I didn’t install the windshield wiper on the engineer side – it got lost on the floor when I 
dropped it. 
Photo 2 shows the locomotive front ¾ view, and Photo 3 shows the locomotive aft ¾ view.   Photo 4 shows 
“Ol’ Blue” pulling a string of box cars.  I don’t know what I’m going to do with “Ol’ Blue,” maybe build a 
Micro-layout for her to go ‘round and ‘round on. 
Well, that’s the story of “Ol’ Blue” – hope you enjoyed it. 

Photo 4 by Phil Gliebe 

 

The A/P program is currently on hold due to Coro-
na Virus limitations and to my current 
health.  Once things are better, we will be back on 
track.  In the meantime, please feel free to call or 
to email me if you have any questions. 

Rick Lach 

AP News 



A Chance to Dine in Local History 
I love it when a plan comes together.  Don’t you?  Our best current example is the Dayton & Western 

602 Trolley car, built in 1903, rebuilt in 1923.  This is the best remaining example of an early 20th century 
interurban can .  It was found attached to a house off County Rd. 25A near Eldean, OH and was being used as 
an apartment.  The house was being demolished and a member of our club noticed the car.  That was the 
beginning of a long journey for D & W 602.  These photos by Richard Devoust. 

         
If you look into the demolition, you can see the arched windows of the trolley on the second floor.  The tenant 
had kept the beautiful brass fixtures.  The interior was mahogany lined and most was restorable.  What a job!  
We sent it to Dayton History and it has been in the restoration barn under renewal for many years.   

         
Finally, the restoration is finished.  D&W 602 has a place of pride as a part of Culp’s Cafeteria on the 
Carillon Historical Park grounds.  It is restored as a dining area so you can actually eat lunch in a piece of 
Dayton History.   The exterior colors are yellow and orange.  Photos by Peter Guise. 

         
The bricks and rails in 

the exterior shots are era 
appropriate.  We have 
dined in this car.  It is a 

wonderful experience.  
When Carillon 
Historical Park re-

opens, go and taste not 
only Culp’s great food, 
but also the feeling of 

stepping into the past. 



In the Photos Class, Paul Jenkins swept the field with First, Second and Third 

CONTEST 
We were unable to have a contest this month due to having to cancel the meeting.  However, I thought 

a Blast From the Past would be fun.  Five years ago, these are the winners in the April Passenger Car contest.  
Beautiful job guys!  To see the photos online (ie you can see them larger and in color), go to our website:  
ModelRailDayton.com, select contest, scroll down to 2015 and to April and click the photos link.  

    Bob Fink First in Class 3—Scratch built 

Wil Davis Second in Class 2--Kit bash 

    Gordon Carlson Third in Class 2—Kit bash 

The Carillon renovations are beautiful.  We learned a great deal about setting up last year and 
should have a wonderful setup this year.  Plus, we have several opportunities to move the event, 
date-wise.  We met with Carillon representatives before the virus was so widespread and they 
said they would be glad to find another date should it be needed.  So as with everything else, we 
will wait and see.  Thank you for your support of this valuable event.  Please take care of your-
selves. 

TRAINing Day Update 

We are postponing TRAINing Day due to the Corona Virus.  This is a move to protect the general 
public and our members.  We considered cancelling it, but we may have a unique opportunity once 
the Corona Virus is under control.  When the restrictions on gathering in groups have been lifted, 
people will be hungry to get out and have some fun.  Carillon Park is a great place to do this and it 
is a great opportunity to promote our hobby.  Our location this year is once again on the route from 
buying a ticket to entering the park.  We have an extra classroom this year as well.  

   Ric Zimmerman First in lass 2—Kit bash 



Apr 18 2020 
Spring Training Day. At Carillon Historical Park. 9:30 am to 4 pm. Free admission to this event only, 
not to the park. Contact Gail Yarnall or view TrainingDay2020 POSTPONED  DATE TBA 

Apr 19 2020 
General meeting. Contest is passenger cars. Division elections. Meeting to be held at Carillon Historical 
Park. CANCELLED 

May 17 2020 General meeting. Contest is diesel locomotive. 

Jun 21 2020 General meeting. Contest is steam locomotive. 

Jul 19 2020 General meeting. Contest is non-revenue cars. 

Aug 2020 No Meeting 

Want ads—Dayton Train Show 
We need some help with the Dayton Train Show.  This does not involve meetings.  It can be done online.  
  
SIGN MANAGER—Someone to help make decisions on what signs are needed.  This person would be re-
sponsible for drafting the format of the sign, sending it for approval and then either printing it (your costs are 
covered) or for the bigger/more complex signs, submitting it to be professionally printed.  
  
LOAD-IN/OUT MANAGER—Works with DTS leaders to arrange load-in/out patterns, circulate during 
load-in/out making decisions and helping facilitate. 
 
VOLUNTEER MANAGER—We will continue to work as a group to recruit volunteers.  This person han-
dles volunteer sign-ins, makes sure they have name tags, answers questions and sends volunteers where they 
are needed before, during and after the show.   
 
At this time Dayton Train Show will be presented as scheduled.  Overall, we must play it by ear.   
If you are interested in helping or if you have questions, contact us at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 

         
To learn more about the D & W 602, go to our website for the history in 3 parts.  The link is:  
 http://www.modelraildayton.com/div3ppix.shtml then click the links at the bottom of the page that are 
labelled D & W.   
Article by Gail Yarnall   

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

http://www.modelraildayton.com/Documents/Word/TrainingDay2020%20flyer%20%20(1).docx
about:blank


Board of Governors 

Superintendent 
Mark Stiver 
409 Telford Ave 
Dayton, Ohio 45419-3226 
(937) 298-0266 
mstiver@woh.rr.com 

Assistant Superintendent 
Gail Yarnall 
NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 
937-301-0746 

Chief Clerk 
Tom Mroczka 
2900 Stone Mill Ct 
Beavercreek, OH 45434-6279 
(937) 429-4265 
tmroczka@woh.rr.com 

Past Superintendent 
Rick Lach 
420 Twelve Oaks Trail 
Beavercreek, OH 45434 
(937) 426-2015 
caboose46@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Chairman 
Gordon Carlson 
5761 Owl Ct 
Dayton, OH 45424 
(937) 609-1120 
gorhenca@gmail.com 

Call Board Editor 
J. Hedge 
11966 Lower Valley Pike 
Medway, Ohio 45341 
(937) 878-2391 
hedgejn@hotmail.com 

Ric Zimmerman 
370 Mapletrace Trail 
Dayton, OH 45458 
(937) 438-8582 
ezrails@att.net 

Points of Contact 

Program Chairman 
Mike Mereness 

7781 Trailwind Dr 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 

(513) 794-1188 
Mmer2000@aol.com 

Company Store 
Paul Jenkins 

(937) 829-0897 
csj195810@yahoo.com 

Cincinnati Chapter 
NRHS 

nrhschapter@gmail.com 
Miami Valley Railfans 

Steve Fuchs 
(937) 253-9517 

Division Webmaster 
Dana Yarnall 
webmaster@ 

modelraildayton.com.   

Achievement 
Program 

Rick Lach 
caboose46@sbcglobal.net 

Contests 
Tom Sorauf 

tsorauf@yahoo.com 

R. D. C. of the Gr. Co.  
Historical Society 

Dick Strous 
(937)372-5078 

rstrous@AOL.com 

DaytoN-Track 
Bill Carey 

(937) 376-2803 

Dayton Railway Histor-
ical Society 

George Vergamini 
(937) 436-5807 

verg3317@yahoo.com 

Bradford Ohio Railroad  
Museum 

Marilyn Kosier 
mkosier@rrohio.com 

www.bradfordrrmuseum
.org 

Miami Valley 
Garden Railway 

Society 
Elaine Guscal 

(937) 667-5162 

Crossroads Railroad 
Club  

Dale Bartley 
(937) 307-7479 

www.crossroadsrr.com 

Miami Valley  
S-Gaugers 
Jon Goins 

jgoins@fuse.net 

Miami Valley  
Modular Railroad 

Ken Allen 
(937) 426-4165 

Division 3 Librarian 
Stan Sartell 

 
librarian@ 

modelraildayton.com 

   

Board of Governors 
The Board of Governors usually meets the first Monday of the month to conduct 
the business of the Division. Any member may attend and participate in the meet-
ing. Please contact a board member to verify place and time. 

BOG Schedule 

Date  Host Date  Host 

6 Apr   Tom Mroczka 

    

    



Call Board 

February 2020 

Division 3, MCR, NMRA Inc. 
11966 Lower Valley Pike 
Medway, Ohio 45341-9717 

Address Service Requested 

The Call Board is the official publication of Division 3, Mid Central Region, National Model Railroad Association. It is 
published monthly except in August.   All comments and opinions are welcome. Those views expressed in the Call Board do 
not necessarily reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid Central Region or Division 3. 

Call Board Editor 
J. Hedge 
11966 Lower Valley Pike 
Medway, Ohio 45341 
(937) 878-2391 
hedgejn@hotmail.com 

Next Crew Call 

When: May 17, 2pm 
 

Dependent on COVID-19 Status 

Where: Greene County Historical Society  
74 W Church St 

Xenia, OH 

Program:  

Contest: Diesel Locomotives 

Visitors and Guests Always Welcome 

? 


