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Superintendent's Report for September 2018 
 
It seems odd as I write this in the middle of August, but by the time you are reading this, our Train Show in 
early November will be less then two months away. This is always an exciting event and we will be at our 
fourth venue in the last four years. I think the new fairgrounds are going to work out well for us. I have been to 
two different events there already. Several division members manned a booth at the fair in July and saw a lot 
of interest, as well as being able to check out the setup prior to our show. Thanks to Shirley Folger, Peter 
Guise, Ric and Judy Zimmerman, John and Phyliss Smith, Chester Howe, Tom Sorauf, Joe Colvin, Dana Yar-
nall, and Gail Richardson. Our booth had the Thomas selfies backdrop, a display of the various model scales, 
DTS ticket drawing, and the division banner and logo and membership info. I also attended a Jefferson HS 
mega-reunion a couple of weeks later at the fairgrounds, so it is getting a variety of uses already. 
 
In early August, Gail and Dana Yarnall, Peter Guise, and Ron Goble all participated at the Maker Faire. Again, 
membership and train show info was distributed, and a paper model house was built by over 60 kids and 
adults. Gail will have a more complete report at the Sept. meeting. Gail also reported the there are several new 
partners on the NMRA discount list. I hope several of our members were able to attend the NMRA National 
Convention in Kansas City. 
 
On a much sadder note, I have several Losses to report. First , former member Chris Howe's wife Betty Jo 
passed away in early August. Larry Richard passed on the first of August. I don't think Larry was active in the 
Division for many years, but I remember going to Larry's home during our open house tours years ago and 
seeing two complete layouts. 
 
The September meeting will be about repowering locomotives. I know I have a couple of old MDC and a Tyco 
locomotive that could stand  newer motors, so I'm looking forward to September. Besides , it's the start of train 
show season and OUR show is coming up. Please plan to get involved and help out in November. 
 
Mark Stiver 
Superintendent Division 3, MCR, NMRA, Inc 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 
Dollar) 
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures 

Results for July 2018 

Non-Revenue Cars 

Level 1  Kit 
First Place   
 
Level 2  Kit Bashed 
First Place  Terry McTaggart 
 
Level 3  Scratchbuilt 
First Place   
   
PHOTO 
First Place  Paul Jenkins     
Second Place  Paul Jenkins 

IMPORTANT! 
To all members:  please go to the members only section of the NMRA website and check your infor-

mation, especially if you have an email.  We have received the wrong email from HQ on several members.  
We understand you do not want to be ‘bugged’ with emails, but more and more we are notifying you about 
important things through the email.  You can end up missing out on some great things like the 50% (yes fifty 
percent) discount offered by our partner East Coast Circuits during the month of August.  If you have an email 
change, you can also notify us.  Thank you. 
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Bank Parking 

Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third Sun-
day of each month except August. Programs are 
open to all members of the NMRA and any one 
interested in railroads or railroad modeling. 

September Crew Call 
2pm 16 September 2018 

Green County Historical Society 
74 W. Church St, Xenia, Ohio 

Program: Repowering Locomotives 
Contest: Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 

Highlights from the National Convention 
Courtesy of NMRA Facebook—check out our Facebook page for more including live streams, clinics and 
photos.   My notes are signed with a ‘G.” 
 
“NMRA has given 7 US divisions match funding to hold a retention event in their division in the past year. – 
Gordy Robinson”  Proof that National is working to help the members—G 
“the California Railroad Museum and our exhibit has become a Smithsonian Museum - Pete Magoon – Gordy 
Robinson”  It opens in 2020.--G 
 
“Pete Magoun: we can get people through the door, but we have to stop ignoring people once they have be-
come a member. At some point someone engaged with this member and recruited them it is your job as mem-
bers to keep them inside the meeting once they are through the door.”  Pete Mcgoun is our new President—G. 
 
“The ORS was awarded the NMRA President’s Award from Charlie Goetz . . . for our participation over the 
years at the National Conventions! Here is the award. Hopefully a better group picture will come later.”  ORS 
is Operations Road Show.—G. 
 
“Library move has been completed and California State Railroad library will now grant access to NMRA 
members. 7000 volumes loaned from NMRA. How to access the library will be shared soon.” 
 
“AP Question: Requirements are always under review, send suggestions of comments to the AP Manager 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Montgomery County Fair  
 We had a booth at the Montgomery County Fair this year with the help of several members.  It was 
great fun and we accomplished everything we hoped to accomplish. 

 Get to see the buildings, the grounds and the parking areas. 
 Get to see a load-in and load-out of an event. 
 Get to see a floor plan set up and booths laid out. 
 Get to experience the climate control in the buildings. 
 Generally experience an event at the venue. 
 Have a presence at our new venue. 
 Support the Fair. 
 Reach out to fair-goers to let them know about our show (and had a drawing for train show tick-

ets). 

We learned so much about the venue, feel it was very successful and look forward to being 
there for the train show. 
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Dayton History Mini Maker Faire 
 This was our first year at the Mini Maker Faire.  It was more fun than having your cake and eating it 
too!  Our booth included information on the train show, membership information, and a drawing for train 
show tickets.  In addition, we had displays and how-to’s on building kit buildings and kit train cars.  Finally, 
they asked us to have a hands-on activity, so we built paper houses.  There were almost 70 houses built by 
children and 4 by adults.  Note that some of the children never really got their hands on the houses, since their 
parents spent so much time ‘helping’ them, that the children didn’t get to build.  However, everyone seemed 
very happy. 
 Preceding this event, we met members of NCR Div 3 which has started the hands-on events at their 
appearances.  They were able to give us some tips and show us how to create hands-on work boxes for each 
work station.  This approach worked beautifully for us and will enable us to have hands-on very easily at fu-
ture events. 
 We plan to return to the Maker Faire next year. 
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Open Operating Sessions 
The Darke County Model Railroad Club is inviting anyone who is interested in operating their layout to join 
them. They meet on the second Sunday of the month, starting at 1:00 pm. There is plenty of parking and lots 
of fun. They are located at: 

405 1/2  S. Broadway 
Greenville, Ohio 
(Second Floor) 

 
Bill Reese’s N scale Pine Creek Railway is recruiting operators for its’ monthly operating sessions. They are 
held the 3rd Monday of the month from 7 pm to 9:30 pm. The Pine Creek Railway (PCRY) is a free-
lance model railroad set in Ohio in the mid 1970’s.  It is a single-track point-to-point style railroad with five 
offline staging locations.  For more information contact Bill Reese at (937) 454-2281 

http://home.earthlink.net/~w.reese/index.html 

The Dayton Train Show 
 It’s that time again—The Dayton Train Show is coming soon.  We need vol-
unteers to do all sorts of jobs at the show.  We will have sign-up sheets available at 
our September meeting, or if you know what job you would like to do and want to 
go ahead and sign up, feel free to email me.  Remember we have: 

 October 31—Table setup and labelling 
 Nov 1 & 2—Vendor and Exhibitor setup 
 Nov 3—Vendor and Exhibitor setup and Train show 
 Nov 4—Train show and Vendor and Exhibitor tear down 

 We always need help at the train show and it is coming soon.  Please be pre-
pared to help us make this train show at our new venue a great one!  If you have 
questions, call us at 937-301-0746 or email to NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 

Frank Koch. Since 2010 3D printing has been accepted as scratchbuilt.”  You have to do the designing for this 
to apply.—G 
 
“Partnership Program now has 34 partners since launch last year and this will continue to grow.” 
“we have to adapt our approach for the future hobbyist, but it is for them to steer us not us to steer them” Char-
lie Getz – Gordy Robinson” 
 
NMRA membership has reduced from 19,000 to 17,400 during the past 6 years” Charlie Getz – Gordy Robin-
son” 
 

There were lots of new things happening at Nationals.  There are many opportunities for all of us to grow and 
make our Division and our hobby thrive.—Gail Yarnall 

(Continued from page 3) 


