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The next Crew Call is 2pm on Sunday, October 15, 2017
Greene County Historical Society
74 W Church St
Xenia, Ohio
Octobers Program will be presented by Rev. Doug Campbell
We’re Steaming Toward the Dayton Train Show
It’s that time of year again. The Dayton Train Show is around the corner. This show supports our club for the
coming year. It also brings in new members and spreads the word about the fascinating hobby of model railroading. It is very important to our group.
The only way to make the show go well is with volunteers. We need your help. There are many jobs at the
show including ones where we sit, stand, walk. There are jobs that involve greeting people and those that are
less involved with the public. For those who are working with an exhibitor group during the show, there are
many preparations to be done ahead of time that can help the club. We need your help.
If you are coming from out of town to see the show, consider volunteering as part of your visit.
Give us 2 hours of work or more and you get into the show free. Let’s make this year a club-wide support
year for the Dayton Train Show. If you would like to volunteer, email us at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com or call
937-301-0746.

Bank

Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third Sunday of each month except August. Programs are
open to all members of the NMRA and any one
interested in railroads or railroad modeling.

Division 3 Website: www.modelraildayton.com
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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR OCTOBER 2017
It was so good meeting again on September 17 after taking the month of August off and
not meeting at all since July 16. A lot is happening within the division, especially with
regard to our members, the upcoming Train Show, and a few special events in the future.
The Train Show is just a month away now, and all the necessary last minute details are
coming together; we have started planning our annual Model Railroad TRAINing Day;
and we continue to work on making ourselves available and telling our story to the public
during the holidays.
Personnel:
We have announced the passing of Dick Sine and Gene Smith, and although Dick’s layout will be dismantled, his Auto Train has been donated to the Miami Valley Modular
Group, and we will continue to see that from time to time. And we are pleased to announce that Smitty’s Hobby Shop will remain open. Furthermore, let’s keep Jon Skillman, Bill Reese, Ken Allen, and Carol Jenkins in our thoughts that their health issues
continue to improve.
Congratulations:
In case you missed the September general meeting, we also congratulated Mike Mereness and Wil Davis for
conducting another outstanding Bus Trip in August to 4 magnificent layouts and the new Cincinnati Rail Car
Maintenance Facility and train ride in the Cincinnati area. Job well done. Also we would like to thanks J.
Hedge and his brother for taking the Dalmatian Switching District to operate at the Van Wert Train Show in
late August. They were a big hit and received a nice donation for the division for their efforts.
And a special congratulation to Bill Feairheller for his excellent presentation on Using LEDs on Your Layout.
Bill covered every use imaginable for each kind of LED with a great discussion and concluded with a mock-up
sample to demonstrate each LED that he talked about. His informative slides will be posted to the division
website so we can all use them for reference. Thanks, Bill!
42nd Annual Dayton Train Show:
Planning for this year’s show in another brand new venue has been ongoing all summer. We are now one
month out from on our train show. Our planning committee has done an excellent job in contacting and making arrangements for vendors and exhibitors, and we are making the final details for all aspects of the show.
We now need division volunteers to help with the actual train show on November 4 & 5 in the areas that we
have needed assistance in the past. We started the volunteer sign-up list last month and will continue it at the
October General Meeting. Think about volunteering where you can help, and we certainly would enjoy the
help of your spouses. Come and satisfy your curiosity regarding our new train show venue in the vacant J. C.
Penney’s store at the Upper Valley Mall in Springfield.
Future Events:
Just to let everyone know, the train show is not the only event in town that we plan to do in the near future.
The weekend before Thanksgiving, we will take some running trains to the Springfield Holiday Christmas
Event in downtown Springfield. On December 8, we again will take the Loop Layout to participate in the University of Dayton’s Christmas on Campus program for underprivileged kids. We would like to run the Dal(Continued on page 3)
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matian Switching District for Wright Patterson Air Force Base airmen at the USO for a week including a
weekend; and we have scheduled our Model Railroad TRAINing Day for March 17, 2018 with some new clinics and our 2nd Annual Diorama Contest.
It has been nearly 8 years since we
have enjoyed a joint meeting with
Division 7. The last one revolved
around a Tony Koester presentation
followed by the final running of Allen McClelland’s Virginian & Ohio
Railroad before it was dismantled.
We will have another joint meeting
with Division 7 on Sunday, November 12, at 2 PM at a venue which we
will announce soon (final venue arrangements are currently being
worked on). The agenda will include
comments on each division’s train
show, 2 contests, and 2 raffles (the
normal division business stuff will be Photo by Rick Lach
skipped). The featured guest speaker
will be Stephen Priest, Editor of Model Railroad Craftsman magazine! You don’t want to miss this one. Mark
your calendars now; its November 12 (that’s the second Sunday in November rather than our regular third
Sunday in November).
Our future speakers/programs include:
October: Doug Campbell on an aspect of Building Structures
November: Stephen Priest, Editor of Model Railroad Craftsman
December: Peter Weighlin on Dining Cars
January: Rick Lach on The Beauty of Scale
February: Division Auction
The bottom line here is that making a presentation is not as fearful as it seems, and that each of our members
has some aspect of this hobby that would be of interest our membership. Why not step up, organize your
thoughts, and tell the group what you like, what you do, what you are good at! We would love to hear from
you.
Division Elections:
Division 3 elections are approaching faster than we realize. We are looking for a volunteer to head a nominating committee to produce a slate of officer nominees for the April 2018 elections. If you are interested in helping with the elections by being on the nominating committee or in running for the positions of Superintendent,
Assistant Superintendent, or Chief Clerk, please contact Rick Lach.
The next BOG Meeting is scheduled for October 2rd at the home of Wil Davis. Please forward any comments
or ideas you wish discussed to me before that date.
(Continued on page 6)
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Contests
We have three categories each month. You can enter Scratch Built, Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit
built. This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level. Judging is by popular
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will
make arrangements for you “on the spot”
The coming contest schedule …

Results for September 2017

Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)

October - Caboose
January - Open Loads
February - No Contest
March - Freight Cars
April - Passenger Cars
May - Diesel Locomotives
June - Steam Locomotives
July - Non-Revenue Cars
August - No Contest
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)
October - Caboose
November - Weathering
December - Structures

$1
First Place
Second Place
Third Place
$3
First Place
Second Place

Terry Taggart
Jim Foster
Gordon Carlson

Greg Fisher
Jim Foster
Steve Allen
Ric Zimmerman

$5
First Place
Second Place

Jim Foster
Greg Fisher

PHOTO
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Ric Zimmerman
Ric Zimmerman
Ric Zimmerman

First Place $5

First Place $1

First Place $3
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Diary of an Amateur Used Car (Kit) Owner – Part 3
(Bob Fink Does It To Me Again!)
I’m back with Part 3 of the continuing Saga of building a covered hopper from an antique Ambroid craftsman
kit. In part 1, I gave the background for this project, and documented the first few steps in assembling the car
components. In part 2, I described adding various details to the basic model. For reference and refreshment,
below are a few acronyms I had defined in part 1, which are occasionally used in Part 3.
CWGB – Cold, Whole-Grain Beverage
LRB – Little Red Box
Day 11:
When we left off in Part 2, I had pretty much completed the model, including adding details like ladders, grab
irons, etc. The next step was to paint the model. I first, in part 1, I described how I had used Bob Fink’s suggestion of applying several coats of Testors Dullcote to the wooden surfaces to seal the wood and make the
wood look more like metal. Some of the parts added later that were made of wood needed this treatment, so I
sealed them with brushed-on Dullcote. The metal parts, particularly the top hatches and roof walks were then
primed with light gray primer to make sure the finish coat would stick well. Once all the parts and pieces on
the model were sealed, primed and dried, it was time to select a decoration/paint scheme! Of course this required some careful thought and creativity, which may be enhanced by consumption of a CWGB!
Day 12:
I considered using the paint scheme suggested in the instructions, along with the decals that were included in
the kit. However, the decals were curled up and kind of yellowed, and I wasn’t sure I could restore them to
usable condition. Yeah, I know, you’re supposed to spray them with clear gloss lacquer, and then they’ll work
just fine. But, never having done that before, I decided to explore some alternatives. First, I thought I could
decorate it for my home layout in Wisconsin Central colors and lettering. But the Wisconsin Central never
had cylindrical covered hoppers, so I decided against that. It then occurred to me that both Canadian National
and Canadian Pacific had cylindrical covered hoppers, and they often found their way onto the WC. Further,
the CP had a neat all-black color scheme with white lettering, and I just happened to have a decal set from Microscale for that style car. So CP Rail it was to be! Having been exhausted by my analytical thinking process,
I decided to head to the kitchen for a CHWB.
Day 13:
Day 13 occurred about three weeks after Day 12, because of other events taking up my time. I applied a coat
of flat black paint to the model. It began to look pretty good, so when the paint was dry, I gave it another coat.
One more coat and I called it good. Some areas underneath the roof walks and between the hatches didn’t get
good coverage, but I fixed that by touching up with a very small paint brush. I then let the model dry thoroughly for several days. I then applied a coat of clear gloss lacquer to the sides of the car where the lettering
and logos would go, and let that dry thoroughly.
Day 14:
Day 14 consisted of applying the decals for logos and lettering. Once the lettering had dried thoroughly, the
decals were given a coat of semi-gloss clear lacquer, followed by three coats of flat clear lacquer. The car was
then set aside to dry for several more days.
Day 15:
I had previously obtained a set of 100 Ton roller bearing trucks, and had painted and weathered them and in(Continued on page 6)
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stalled scale 36 inch steel wheel sets. These trucks were then mounted using ¼-inch 2-56 wood screws. I then
did some minor touch up of the paint, and the model was complete. It was now finally time to celebrate with a
Cold, Whole-Grain Beverage!
A couple more photos of the final model are shown below. Note the photo of the model sitting in the middle
of the pile of leftover parts that were left in the “Little Red Box!” Gee, wonder if I forgot to install something!
Phil Gliebe

Photo 5 – Final assembly with roof walks

Photo 7 – Final Model, 3/4-view

Photo 6 – Final model, side view

Photo 8 – Left-over parts, Oh My!

(Continued from page 3)

I am aware of two immanent train shows other than ours: Division 7’s Train Show at Lakota from 14-15 October. The Springfield Train Show is December 3 at the Springfield Fair Grounds.
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the October 15 General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Society building at 2 PM. Doug Campbell will speak on an aspect of building structures. See you at the Greene
County Historical Society on October 15.
THINK TRAIN SHOW!!
Rick Lach
Superintendent

