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The next Crew Call is 2pm on Sunday, July 16, 2017
Greene County Historical Society
74 W Church St
Xenia, Ohio
Program
Show and Tell
Bring something of interest.
The projector and computer will be available for digital presentations from
CDs or thumb drives
Following the meeting Jim Rollwage’s Union Pacific layout will be open for
visiting. The layout is located near Wilmington. Maps and directions will be
available

Bank
Parking
Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third
Sunday of each month except August. Programs are open to all members of the NMRA
and any one interested in railroads or railroad
modeling.

Division 3 Website: www.modelraildayton.com
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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR JULY 2017
June was an extremely busy month for Division 3. First of all, we met again on Father’s
Day. Congratulations to our fathers, grandfathers, and even great grandfathers in the division. Secondly, we celebrated the 58th Birthday of Division 3. Yes, Lone Eagle Payne,
Director of the Mid Central Region, conducted the first meeting of Division 3 on June
21, 1959, at John Bryan Park with 42 members present. The journal that Lone Eagle
used to record that historic event has surfaced, and I had the privilege of showing it to
our membership. In fact, he documented the
first 3 years of the division, complete with
monthly attendance signatures, contest entries
and winners, meeting minutes, and financial
documentation in that journal. We eventually will scan the entire
journal and post it to our website. I also read the first 3 paragraphs
of Lone Eagle’s history of Division 3 in which he described the
actual events of the meeting. After that, we took a short break in
which we cut and ate a special 58th birthday cake. It was fun to
explore the roots of our division based on facts that
Gail Yarnall accepting Wenderfer Award with Dana
were documented 58 years ago.
Yarnall hiding behind Rick Lach
Next, we acknowledged members who were successfully recovering from surgeries as we send our best
wishes to Judy Zimmerman and Bill Reese, and offered
our sincere sympathies to those who have passed away:
Ralph George, Margaret Sorauf (wife of Tom Sorauf),
and John Mohr (former owner of Hobbytown Hobby
Shop at the Crosspoint Mall).
We further discussed that Division 3 indeed has had a
distinguished 58 years since its founding: great leaders,
fantastic layouts, published authors, a standard setting
National Convention in Dayton in 1975, 2 MMRs, great
train shows and outreach events for the public, and fantastic modelers. In fact, we mentioned Phil Gliebe and
John Santel, who each won top honors at last year’s national convention.
And our Division 7 associate, Jim Rollwage, who recently won 2 top
honors at the regional convention in Louisville. But it doesn’t stop
there: at the regional convention, Division 3 members also received two
top awards. Gail and Dana Yarnall won the 2017 Wenderfer Award and
Wil Davis won the 2017 Mid Central Region Director’s Award. The
plaques for each of those were presented at the meeting. Also, the remainder of our division Overall Contest Awards for 2014 and 2016 were
presented to Jim Foster. Congratulations to all these recipients. Our

Wil Davis with Director’s Award

(Continued on page 3)

=========== 3 ===========
(Continued from page 2)

Jim Foster with Contest Awards

heritage is rich, and our current membership is talented – let’s keep that
tradition going!
Members were treated to a great presentation on building cabooses by
Phil Gliebe. It is always a treat to attend one of Phil’s clinics, and Phil
presented this one twice at the regional convention last month. It is interesting to note that Phil dedicated this clinic to Ed Andres, former Division
3 member who collected cabooses and passed away just a short time ago.
Phil used tremendous photos to illustrate unique and interesting caboose
models of several scales, and he concluded by showing the actual models that he built, including the national
convention winner. Thank you, Phil, for demonstrating your tremendous talent. Well done.
Thanks also to our volunteers for our booth activity at the Carillion Park Railfest from 24-25 June and the
many volunteers and their spouses who made the Railfest a success for us. The Railfest is the first outward
activity in the preparation for our November Train Show, and we are now well on our way.
AND REGARDING THE 2017 TRAIN SHOW, I AM RELIEVED AND HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT
ON JUNE 20, 2017 I SIGNED THE CONTRACT FOR THIS YEAR’S TRAIN SHOW WHICH WILL BE
HELD 4-5 NOVEMBER 2017 IN THE FORMER J. C. PENNY DEPARTMENT STORE IN THE UPPER
VALLEY MALL IN SPRINGFIELD. Thanks to Gail and Dana Yarnall for negotiating the details with the
Mall Management for this announcement. More on our train show in the coming months.
Annual Division 3 Bus Trip:
One of the highlights of our program year and the pinnacle of our summer activity is our annual bus trip.
Mike Mereness again highlighted our 2017 Bus Trip, to be taken on Saturday, August 19, to visit 6 layouts in
the Cincinnati area, four of which have been featured in Great Model Railroads Magazines, and two others
which we have previously visited but have been significantly improved upon. We are currently signing up
attendees. Cost is $30 per attendee, and that costs includes a deli box lunch. Please contact Wil Davis for
your reservation and to pay your $30. The July General Meeting will be your final opportunity to reserve your
seat on the bus for the trip. Check the posting on the division website.
Please plan to attend the July general meeting at the Greene County Historical Society on July 16 at 2 PM.
The program will feature a Grab Bag of Photos taken by our membership over the last year or so. If you have
pictures that you have taken on your railfaning trips, put them on a thumb drive and be prepared to show them
to our membership. This has always been a fun and informative way of presenting a program, and you don’t
know what you will see next. After the July meeting, we will have the opportunity to visit Jim Rollwage’s
layout which is a full basement layout of the Union Pacific modeled in the 1950’s (we will see steam and diesels) – you don’t want to miss this one!
Hope everyone is having a great summer so far.
Rick Lach, Superintendent, Division 3, MCR, NMRA
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Contests
We have three categories each month. You can enter Scratch Built, Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit
built. This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level. Judging is by popular
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will
make arrangements for you “on the spot”
The coming contest schedule …
Results for June 2017

July - Non-Revenue Cars

Steam Locomotives

January - Open Loads
February - No Contest
March - Freight Cars
April - Passenger Cars
May - Diesel Locomotives
June - Steam Locomotives
July - Non-Revenue Cars
August - No Contest
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)
October - Caboose
November - Weathering
December - Structures

LEVEL 1
First Place

KIT
Steve Allen

LEVEL 2
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

KIT BASH
John Bellucci
Wil Davis
Ric Zimmerman

LEVEL 3
First Place

SCRATCHBUILT
No Entries

PHOTO
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Jim Rollwage
John Bellucci
Nathan Adams
Ric Zimmerman
Jim Rollwage

First Place Level 2

Second Place Level 2

Third Place Level 2

Photos by John Bellucci
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Diary of an Amateur Used Car (Kit) Owner
(Bob Fink Does It To Me Again!)
by Phil Gliebe
You may recall an article I wrote in the Call Board describing my trials and tribulations in trying to assemble
an On30 Porter steam locomotive, given a box of parts with no instructions. This “journey” was initiated
when Bob Fink, MMR, at that time Superintendent of Division 3, gave me this box of parts and said, “Here,
put this together, I haven’t got time to sort it out. Maybe you’ll get something useful out of it.” Well, as the
story I wrote revealed, I did get a working locomotive out of it, and a byline in the Call Board to boot. Later,
the Australian Narrow Gauge publication, “Narrow Gauge Down Under,” saw fit to publish it, much to my
surprise. See Issue 52, Fall 2014, if interested.
Well, Bob did it to me again. One day, while at an operating session, he gave me a box of wooden parts, this
time with instructions, and said, “Here’s a craftsman kit from the past, see if you can make something out of
it.” After bringing it home, I opened the little red box, and looked through what was there. There was a cylindrical wooden shell, a flat floor piece, and several hundred (OK, I’m exaggerating a bit….) strips of wood of
various thicknesses and sizes. And, what to my wondering eyes should appear, but a list of instructions
(Hallelujah!), and (drum roll, please) a car drawing! It turned out to be a cylindrical covered hopper kit – to be
made of wood! Further poking around in the box revealed a few metal castings, and a few pieces of wire, and
a couple of sheets of curled up decal sets.
Great, just what I needed like a hole in the head – another puzzle project, so I closed up the little red box and
set it aside for a time when guilt would overcome me and I’d have another look. Meanwhile I decided it was
time for a nice cold, whole-grain beverage.
At our weekly Wednesday morning operating sessions, Bob would ask me, “Well, have you finished that
craftsman kit I gave you yet?” After several weeks of this, guilt overcame me and I decided to open the little
red box again and see if there was any hope. Apparently, this “little red box” was an Ambroid kit for an ACF
Centerflow 3-bay, cylindrical covered hopper. Bob said he had picked it up at a bargain price (not revealed to
me) at a train show. The previous owner had actually started to build the kit, as the two halves of the body cylinder were already glued together, and the chassis deck had been partially assembled. Naively thinking to myself, I said, “Hmm, this doesn’t look too hard, I think I’ll have a go at it.” I then promptly closed the little red
box and went to the kitchen to open a cold, whole-grained beverage and ponder the prospects.
Day 1:
I opened the LRB (little red box) and took out all the contents, laid them out on my work table, and read
through the instruction sheet. I then studied the drawing for a while. I noted that most of the fancy detailed
components had to be built up by cutting out, shaping, and fitting together teeny-tiny wooden pieces which
you are supposed to make from the various wooden sticks supplied. This didn’t look good. Then I noticed
that the chassis deck was already assembled from about 75 little pieces, and only needed to have a few castings and stuff added. “Hey, I can do that!” I said to no one in particular. So I fished out the coupler boxes and
the hopper bay door castings and trimmed the flash from them. I then glued them to the chassis deck underside, using CAA. “Wow!” I said, “Let’s add some trucks and see how it rolls!” I retrieved my LL Bean shoe
box stash of couplers and trucks, and fished out a set of roller bearing trucks and 36 inch steel wheel sets.
Then it hit me: there are no bolsters in this kit. A quick scan of the instructions and drawing revealed that I
have to build up the bolsters by cutting out, shaping, and fitting together teeny-tiny wooden pieces which you
are supposed to make from the various wooden sticks supplied. Does this sound like I’m repeating myself? I
(Continued on page 6)
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decided it was time for a cold whole-grain beverage (CWGB) while I ponder how to do this.
Day 2:
This day is actually several days after Day 1, because it took me 3 days of pondering to figure out the next
step. I decided to use “New Technology” to build the truck bolsters. This is a way of saying, “I cheated.”
First, wanting to make sure that the center portion of the bolster was level with a smooth surface that firmly
holds the trucks, I took a couple of Kadee coupler box covers, trimmed them to the exact width of the existing
coupler boxes, and glued them to the top of the coupler boxes, with the center collar (which normally centers a
coupler) facing up. This collar just fits the truck mounting hole, and allows the truck to swivel freely and stay
centered. A check of the selected trucks on the bolster center piece showed very little turning travel, because
the wheel flanges interfered with the hopper bay and doors. So I had to cut away the hopper bay ends to allow
the trucks to swivel freely. This required ungluing the bay door castings and repositioning them slightly inboard. Once the trimming was completed and the door castings removed, cleaned up and repositioned, I was
able to mount the trucks and try the assembly out on a section of track. Checks of coupler heights with an
NMRA gauge showed good, and the assembly rolled nicely. Not wanting to discover another “problem,” I
called it a day, closed up the LRB, and headed to the kitchen for a CWGB.
Day 3:
I was able to fabricate a reasonable facsimile of the rest of the bolster by cutting out, shaping, and fitting together teeny-tiny wooden pieces, two for each side of each bolster, gluing in place, and then cutting out and
forming a bolster cap piece from 0.010” thick styrene sheet (New Technology again), one for each side of each
bolster, and gluing in place with CAA. The result looked pretty good for an amateur. I now had a chassis
with hopper bay doors, couplers, trucks, and truck bolsters. It was time to look at the hopper body. The basic
hopper cylindrical body had been already glued together, along with end walls in place. A bit of trimming and
sanding here and there, and I was able to fit the body onto the chassis. Things are looking good!
Then it occurred to me that this wooden body is likely to show wood grain when painted, and needs to be
sealed in some way to make it look like steel. I consulted my mentor, Bob Fink, and he suggested brush painting it with Testors Dullcote, sanding in between coats, as it is a lot like sanding sealer. I gave it a try, and after
sealing and sanding 3 coats of Dullcote, it was a smooth as a baby’s bottom! Terrific, time for a CWGB!

Photo 1 – Cylindrical body shell and underframe assemblies. Note scratch-built bolsters, the hopper door castings, couplers, etc..

