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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR JANUARY 2017 
 
By the time the membership receives this issue of the Call Board, the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays will have come and gone.  I sincerely hope everyone had a great Christ-
mas and that your new year has begun successfully.  Like last year, I can’t resist the urge 
to review the accomplishments of 2016 because I think we have had a very successful 
year.  Regarding our leadership and personnel, I would like to thank the Board of Gover-
nors for the dedication and hard work in putting together a program that is interesting and 
meets everyone’s needs across the board.  Our Call Board newsletter continues to an-
nounce what we are doing and makes our short term information available to all our 
members in a timely manner. Our division and train show websites have been revamped 
and tell our stories on a very broad spectrum.  And we have had fun with our Company 
Store, Division Monthly Raffle, and monthly contests. And even with the closing of the 
Hara Arena,    we managed to continue the fine tradition of our annual Dayton Train 
Show.  We have great volunteers in all the filled positions, and we thank you all for your 
willingness to help the division in your area of expertise – we definitely appreciate that. 
However, we still have a few vacancies that we are most eager to fill. 
 

We strive to put together a balanced program for all members to enjoy.  Per our by-laws and our non-profit tax 
status, we have a mission to educate the public about railroading.  We should all feel justifiably proud regard-
ing our outreach to the public in five major events:  our Model Railroad TRAINing Day, our involvement in 
the Carillon Park Railfest; our annual Dayton Train Show, our participation in the University of Dayton’s 
Christmas on Campus program, and our education to the Boy Scouts by teaching the Railroading Merit 
Badge—the local Dayton public has benefitted by these programs which have relied on your dedication, time, 
and talents. 
 
We have also produced a varied program for our members to enjoy which has focused on a balance of monthly 
contests and interesting featured speakers.  This past year’s topics have included: 
Jan:  Grab bag of photos, featuring Allen and Brad McClelland’s work 
Feb: Annual Division Auction 
Mar: Model Rail Road TRAINING Day, including Engine Pull, Tug O War Contests, and layout construction 
Apr:  Scratchbuilding a Locomotive by Sam Swanson 
May: Visit to Restored Dayton and Western Interurban Car #602 at Carillon Park and the Dayton RTA 
Jun:  Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) by Wil Davis 
Jul:   Designing Shelf Layouts for Operating Fun by Phil Gliebe 
Aug:  Bus Trip to 6 great layouts in the Cincinnati area 
Sep:  Perspectives on Passenger Trains by Rick Lach 
Oct:   Building a Steam Engine Sanding Facility by Ed Swain 
Nov: Modeling the Sugar Beet Industry by Eric Zimmerman 
Dec:  The Amtrak Auto Train by Rick Lach 
 
Thanks to our speakers and to our Programs Director, Mike Mereness,  for coordinating all the above activi-
ties. 
 
We have also continued our refocus on the NMRA’s Achievement Program.  Again this year we have had a 
number of Golden Spike Awards and AP Certificates presented.  Hopefully this progress will continue into 
2017 with some of the modeling certificates.  And our members have received high honors by winning model-
ing contests at the regional and national conventions.  We are proud of your achievement. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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It was too bad that a snow and ice storm occurred about an hour before our December 18 general meeting.  I 
am sure the bad road conditions limited the attendance at this December meeting to about 25 members, and it 
really affected our planned visit to Joe Becker’s large layout in Kettering.  For the 6 members who went, they 
were treated to a fantastic layout.  Joe will open up his home again after the April 2017 meeting; hopefully at 
that time the weather will be less iffy, and more members will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  
But we thank Joe for his hospitality and willingness to show his fine work. 
 
December proved to be a very busy month for our division’s traveling Loop Layout as it made a reappearance 
at the Univ of Dayton; we ran trains and handed out candy to kids and adults at their gigantic Christmas party.  
Everyone had a great time, and it certainly put us in the mood for the holidays. 
 
We have not yet had our 2016 Dayton Train Show critique and hotwash meeting yet.  We hope that it will take 
place before the middle of January, so we will have a better idea about where we stand for the 2017 train 
show.  At that meeting we will discuss recommendations regarding the future of our train show, to include lo-
cation, size, content, and division membership participation.  As of right now, we do not have a signed con-
tract for a venue for the next show--we continue to work on that aspect. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
The next BOG Meeting is scheduled for January 5 at the home of Tom Mroczka.  Please forward any com-
ments or ideas you wish discussed to me before that date. 
 
The February General Meeting will be our Annual Auction. So now is the time to start gathering up those in-
ventory items that perhaps you would like to “thin-out” and prepare to be someone else’s treasures.  It would 
speed things up if you brought your items in with the paperwork already completed. 
 
We continue to plan and work on our Model Railroad TRAINing Day, on March 18, at the Sulphur Grove 
United Methodist Church in Huber Heights.  We are counting on the membership to help advertise the event 
by passing out flyers, participate in the demonstrations, and attending.  We are looking at having our March 
General Meeting the next day, March 19, at the Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church in Huber Heights, to 
take advantage of seeing the layout built by attendees of the Model Railroad TRAINING Day and perhaps 
running the Dalmatian Switching District.  The highlight of that meeting will feature an Engine Pulling Con-
test, an engine Tug of War, and our first ever Diorama Contest.  We encourage all members to participate in 
this events. 
 
I am aware of one immanent local train show:  Montgomery County Train Show and Flea Market on January 
15, at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds in downtown Dayton. 
 
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the January General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Society 
building at 2 PM on Sunday January 15.  The feature presentation will be on C&O Motor Cars by Bill Horn.  
You don’t want to miss this one – see you on January 15! 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE!!! 
 
Rick Lach 
Superintendent 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 

January -  Open Loads 
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures 

Results for December 2016 
Structures 

 
LEVEL 1  KIT 
First Place  John Bellucci 
 
LEVEL 2  KIT BASH 
First Place  Ric Zimmerman   
 
LEVEL 3  SCRATCHBUILT 
No Entries 
 
PHOTO 
First Place  Hans Schmellenkamp 

GET READY FOR THE ENGINE TUG-O-WAR 
 

Following the General Meeting on 19 Mar 2017 (the day after Model Railroad TRAINing Day), we are plan-
ning to have an Engine TUG-O-WAR and HILL CLIMB, as well as the popular judging of the Dioramas.  
Everyone has an engine that is a real “Stump Puller,” so get it out, tune it up and be ready. 

Engine Tug-o-War 
Here are the requirements for the engine(s): 

 There will be five categories; Steam Engines (single engine) and Articulated, and Diesel or Electric En-
gines (Switchers, 4-Axle, and 6-Axle engines) 

 Scales – N, HO, O (Lionel) 
 Locomotive specifications: 

 HO and N scale locomotives must operate on DC current. 
 Multifunctional DCC-equipped engines may be operated on DC current. (If there is a problem 

comparing straight DC and DC/DCC engines, as sometimes DC/DCC engines have a higher 
starting voltage in DC mode than a straight DC engine, we may have a DC and DC/DCC sub-
classes.) 

 Lionel locomotives are operated on AC power. 
 The use of traction tires is prohibited unless they are part of the Manufacturer’s original equipment. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Diorama Tip #5  
Consistency of your scenery is important.  You should match the vegetation you use to the season of the year 
and/or the location of you are depicting.  Palm trees in the Rockies won’t work, nor will fall foliage in the 
Spring. 
Diorama Tip #6  
Vehicles on a layout can set the era.  A ’55 Chevy tells the observer that it is the transition era; a 2005 Subur-
ban “says” it is modern; and a horse and buggy suggests late 19th  or early 20th century. 
Time is running out, if you haven’t started, remember the dioramas are going to be shown Model Railroad 
TRAINing Day in March, so let’s go! 

First Place 

Second Place 

Model Photos by John Bellucci 

Division 3 Elves at University of 
Dayton Christmas on Campus 
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Railroading Merit Badge Class  
Marks the Eighteenth Year!!!! 

21 Boy Scouts Complete Railroading Merit Badge and Do a Good Turn  
at  

November, 2016 Division Train Show! 
 

 Twenty-one Scouts completed the six-hour class, to bring the total number of Scouts earning the Rail-
roading Merit Badge sponsored by Division 3 of the National Model Railroad Association to 1068 over the 
past 40 classes! We had Scouts were from ten Troops from Arcanum to as far north as Bradford, Ohio and 
south as Cincinnati. Congratulations to Nick Rahn of Troop 452 Jacob Emery of Troop 268 and Jackson Pin-
chott of Troop 516 who had the highest test grades in the class. 
 The requirements for Railroading Merit Badge emphasize Railroad safety and prototype operation. Model railroading is 
still part of the cal and I had collected many different types of rolling stock and motive power in G, O, O27, S, HO, N, and Z scales 
to assist in the teaching this aspect of the class. The Scouts were shown the video used at the 2010 National Jamboree to introduce 
the Railroading Merit Badge.  This is an excellent video produced through the cooperation of Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 
Railroad, Operation Lifesaver, and the Boy Scouts of America.  Through the course of the day, the Scouts worked through eight 
requirements to complete the merit badge.  A few of the Scouts had interest in trains, model railroading or had ridden on a train but 
the majority of the Scouts had little experience with railroading.  The class dealt with the signals and communications used today, 
whistle or horn signals, car types, unit trains, how the diesel engine works, departmental organization, scale vs. gauge, reading a 
timetable, and railroad safety.  The highlight of the class was the construction of an HO scale boxcar provided by the Division of the 
NMRA or the opportunity to work to switch cars on the Timesavers owned by the Division. During Lunch and after the class the 
scout enjoyed seeing many of the Model railroad layouts in the show or visiting the venders. I appreciate the cooperation of the lay-
out owners with these newcomers to the hobby who don’t fully understand the hobby and its etiquette. 
 Probably the single greatest highlight of this class for me was the number of food items the Boy Scouts 
collected for the Northwest Fish Food Bank in Englewood. Many thanks to the Scouts for doing this Good 
Turn to donate 130 pounds of food for those less fortunate to be used during the holidays. 
 
All of this would not have been possible without the help of the following individuals and businesses: 
Rick Lach and Gail Richardson for arranging the donation of space for the class from the Upper Valley Mall 
as well as acquiring the Accurail kits for the class. I feel we all owe a debt of gratitude to them for a most chal-
lenging year organizing the Dayton show in the new space. 
John Reck a great friend and fellow Scouter from Covington, Ohio, who helped with paper- 
work, kit construction, set up and tear down, and all the little odd jobs. John actually volunteered for each 
class the division has conducted knowing what he was getting into from previous experience! Quite frankly, I 
would not have been able to run the class so smoothly without his help and previous experience and I always 
know with him on board the class will succeed. A very special thank you to John’s friend Esther Martin the 
‘Pie Lady’ who made a pumpkin and apple pie to share with Sunday’s class and instructors! 
Ed Lamprecht an enthusiastic supporter of the class for  making arrangements for a video  projector to 
be used each day to show video furnished by Operation Lifesaver and  the BSA and handling much of the 
paper work for the class as well as set up and  tear  down. Ed is has also digitalized many of the  pres-
entations into an outstanding power  point presentation for the class to enhance the learning curve in the class. 
Don Kriegbaum, for instructing the Scouts on the cleaning and lubrication of a model locomotive and track 

cleaning. 
J. Hedge for publishing this article in the Callboard and providing copies of the callboard and flyers for the 

model Railroad training day. 
Ron Dietrich for donating several HO Walthers catalogs and model railroad magazines so the scouts could 

take home some gently use reading material. 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Leroy Clouser from Operation Lifesaver who shared information on railroad safety and  provided a safety 
video, flyers and pins for the class. 
Larry Zeller, Troy Lukens , a former scout in the class, and Division 3 Members who helped the boys 
with the reading of  the timetable and kit construction. 
Mary, my wife, for allowing me the time to prepare for and teach the class as well as act as my  personal sec-
retary and taking all those messages from Scouts and trying to answer their questions. She also helped gather, 
load and unload the materials needed for the class as well as transport the food donation to the food pantry. 

 
If you have any Model railroad or railroading items you would like to donate to the next class to be 

used as gifts for the Scouts that excel please contact me at Jeepfunatic@yahoo.com. With support like this the 
class can only get better. In trying to thank everyone, I’m sure I missed someone, but that is the chance you 
take when you try to acknowledge a bunch of great people in our hobby.  As you can see we had a good crew 
and a good time, but the best thing was to see these young men learning about railroading and seeing the pride 
in their faces as they completed their kits and earned the Railroading Merit Badge.  Thanks to all of you for 
your help as well as the Scout leaders and parents that supported this event as it would not have come off with-
out you. 
 In Service to Scouting and our hobby................Kirk Perkins Railroading Merit Badge Counselor 

(Continued from page 6) 

 Locomotives must have a body/shell consistent with a typical prototype locomotive.Repowering, 
adding weight, and/or re-gearing a locomotive are acceptable, if it is placed within the locomotive 
shell. 

Track will be made up of two sections of track separated by a “dead” section at the center.  Locomotives will 
be attached to one another via a chain/cable spanning the “dead” section of track plus three inches.  Power 
will be applied to each section as to cause the locomotive in that section to operate in the forward direction 
opposing the competing engine.  Power will be gradually supplied by a common power supply. 
After locomotives are positioned and centered, power will be applied by a common power pack operated by a 
single individual.  This will negate any advantage caused by human intervention.  The locomotive that pulls 
its competitor into the “dead” section and triggers the illumination of an LED at the center is the winner of 
that heat. 
Winner of each heat will compete with the winner of the following heat.  The process continues until only one 
locomotive in each class remains and is declared the winner. 
NOTE:  It is recommended that each entered locomotive have the rear coupler-mounting pad drilled and 
tapped for a 2-56 x ¾ inch screw.  The connecting chain/cable would be attached to the locomotive by placing 
it over the screw thus reducing potential for damaging a coupler. 

Engine Hill Climb 
Same classes and Specifications as the Tug-O-War with exception that only HO and N scale will be allowed 
to participate. 
The track will be 6’ long and will be gradually raised.  A load will be attached to the locomotive consisting of 
a boxcar that has received sufficient added weight to equal five 50’ boxcars of that scale based on NMRA rec-
ommended practice. 
The starting point will be the same for all locomotives within a class.  The power will be gradually applied 
allowing the locomotive to climb the grade.  Once it reaches a predetermined point on the track, the locomo-
tive will be returned to the starting point and the grade will be increased.  The procedure will start again and 
continue until the locomotive, with its rolling stock slips or stalls.  The final score for each locomotive will be 
determined by the point at which the front of the weighted boxcar is located when the engine stalls/slips. 
NOTE:  The judge has the final say on grade and distance. 
The winner of each class in the events will receive Special Project points. 
START GETTING YOUR ENGINE(S) READY NOW! 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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