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The next meeting will be at 2pm on Sunday, December 20, 2015  
 Greene County Historical Society 

Church and King St 
Xenia, Ohio 

Division 3, MCR, NMRA meets the third Sun-
day of each month except August. Meetings 
are open to all members of the NMRA and any 
one interested in railroads or railroad model-
ing. 

 
The feature presentation will be by Brad Jonas from  

Division 7 speaking on hanging back drops.  
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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR DECEMBER 2015 
 
I must confess – this is my favorite time of the year, that period from Thanks-
giving through New Years.  There is plenty of family activity and plenty of 
model railroad activity.  As I write these comments, several important things 
come to mind:  the 2015 Dayton Train Show has successfully come and gone; 
Thanksgiving is coming up next week; we have two more opportunities to 
showcase our division Loop Layout to the public,  and the Christmas holidays 
are not far behind. 
 
I wish to thank in writing all our division volunteers (members and their 
spouses) for all the hard work in pulling off our train show.  In my opinion, the 
our 40th Anniversary Train Show was a resounding success, and we could not 

have done it without the dedication and spirit of our workers and planners.  Our attendance was right there 
with previous shows at 4668, with 95 vendors selling at 504 tables, and 40 exhibitors running trains in over 
25,000 square feet, with our historical societies there 
to tell their interesting stories.  We were honored to 
have one of the hand-carved ivory steam engines from 
the famed Warther Museum in Dover, OH, NYC en-
gine #999, on special display.   

The special tributes to W. Allen McClelland (and his 
V&O Railroad) and Lone Eagle Payne (Div 3 member 
and founder of the Mid-Central Region) were touching 
reminders of our division’s remarkable history.  And we 
added 26 more Railroading Merit Badges to local Boy 
Scouts who earned them.  Sometime either in mid-
December or after New Year’s, we will have the “hot 
wash critique session” to review this show and begin 
planning for the upcoming show in 2016.  More on that 
later. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Many thanks to John Burchnall and Brad Jonas for presenting their clinic on the different types of road bed at 
our November general meeting.  You always know that a presentation is great when you focus on the speakers 
for an hour and 10 minutes, and you don’t notice that the time has passed.  They presented many tips based on 
experience, then demonstrated a new product, and we will all benefit from this discussion on our own layouts.  
Thanks John and Brad, for a job well done. 
 
Like I did last year, the holidays provide a natural time to consider model trains as well as the actual holidays 
themselves.  In the Dayton area, there are several great holiday model railroad displays available for us to visit.  
So gather the kids, grand kids, and family and take them to see a few of these layouts during the holiday sea-
son: 
 

1. Duke Energy Holiday Trains at the Cincinnati Museum Center (old train station).  November 6 to Janu-
ary 3, M-F 10-5; Sat 10-8; and Sun 11-6.  There is an admission cost. 
2. EnterTRAINment Junction.  November 14 to January 2, M-Sat 10-6; Sun 12-6.  There is an admission 
cost. 
3. Krohn Conservatory (holiday trains run through the various displays).  1501 Eden Park in Cincinnati.  

through January 6, M-F 10-5. 
4. Kettering Tower Holiday Train Display.  40 N. Main St in Dayton.  November 28 to January 2, M-F 

8:30-6:30. 
5. Clifton Mill Light Display. Trains run through the grounds. 75 Water St in Clifton.  November 27 to 

December 31.  M-F 5 PM – 9 PM.  There is an admission cost. 
6. The University of Dayton will host a holiday train display and distribute candy on December 8 for local 

under privileged children.  Division 3 will participate with our Loop Layout.  If you would like to help, 
please give me a call (937) 426-2015 for particulars. 

7. Dayton N Track will set up at the Miami Valley Center Mall in Piqua on all weekends in December. 
8. Mistletoe Magic, a wonderful craft show at the Airport Expo Center, will feature our Loop Layout and 

Thomas the Tank engine running display on Saturday and Sunday, December 5 and 6.  If you would 
like to help run trains and pass out candy canes to  the public, please give me a call (937) 426-2015 and 
we will add you to the list of operators. 

 
Miscellaneous: 
 
The next BOG Meeting is scheduled for December 7 at the home of Tom Mroczka.  Please forward any com-
ments or ideas you wish discussed to me before that date. 
 
I am aware of one immanent local train show:  Springfield Train Show on December 6 at the Springfield Fair-
grounds. 
 
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the December General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Soci-
ety building at 2 PM on Sunday December 20.  The feature presentation will be Brad Jonas from Division 7 
speaking on hanging back drops. 
 
Rick Lach 
Superintendent 

(Continued from page 2) 
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  Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot”. 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
December - Structure  
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 

Results for November 2015 
Weathering 

 
Model 
First Place   Steve Allen 
Second Place  Ron Schmidt 
Third Place  Gordon Carlson 
   Chris Howe 
 
 
Photos 
First Place  Wil Davis 
Second Place  Paul Jenkins 
Third Place  Gordon Carlson 
   Paul Jenkins 
   Paul Jenkins 
   Wil Davis\ 

GET READY FOR THE ENGINE TUG-O-WAR 
Following the General Meeting on 20 Mar 2016 (the day after Model Railroad TRAINing Day), we are plan-
ning to have an Engine TUG-O-WAR and HILL CLIMB.  Everyone has an engine that is a real “Stump 
Puller,” so get it out, tune it up and be ready. 
Here are the requirements for the engine(s): 

There will be five categories; Steam Engines (single engine) and Articulated, and Diesel or Electric En-
gines (Switchers, 4-Axle, and 6-Axle engines) 

Scales – N, HO, O (Lionel) 
Locomotive specifications: 

HO and N scale locomotives must operate on DC current. 
Multifunctional DCC-equipped engines may be operated on DC current. (If there is a problem 

comparing straight DC and DC/DCC engines, as sometimes DC/DCC engines have a higher 
starting voltage in DC mode than a straight DC engine, we may have a DC and DC/DCC sub-
classes.) 

Lionel locomotives are operated on AC power. 
The use of traction tires is prohibited unless they are part of the Manufacturer’s original equipment. 
Locomotives must have a body/shell consistent with a typical prototype locomotive. 
Repowering, adding weight, and/or re-gearing a locomotive are acceptable, if it is placed within the 

locomotive shell. 

Next month, we will explain the procedure for both the TUG-O-WAR and the HILL CLIMB. 
START GETTING YOUR ENGINE(S) READY NOW! 
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Railroading Merit Badge Class  
Marks the Seventeenth Year!!!! 

26 Boy Scouts Complete Railroading Merit Badge and Do a Good Turn  
at  

November, 2015 Division Train Show! 
 

 Twenty-six Scouts completed the six-hour class, to bring the total number of Scouts earning the Rail-
roading Merit Badge sponsored by Division 3 of the National Model Railroad Association to 1047over the past 
seventeen years! We had Scouts were from ten Troops from Indianapolis Indiana to Delaware, Ohio and as far 
north as Bradford, Ohio and south as Cincinnati. We even had new scouts to who had just joined Scout in the 
past week in the class! Congratulations to Christopher Vaught of Troop 174 in Indianapolis and Keith Rinehart 
of Troop 191 in Kettering who had the highest test grades in the class. 
 The requirements for Railroading Merit Badge emphasize Railroad safety and prototype operation. Model railroading is 
still part of the cal and I had collected many different types of rolling stock and motive power in G, O, O27, S, HO, N, and Z scales to 
assist in the teaching this aspect of the class. The Scouts were shown the video used at the 2010 National Jamboree to introduce the 
Railroading Merit Badge.  This is an excellent video produced through the cooperation of Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Rail-
road, Operation Lifesaver, and the Boy Scouts of America.  Through the course of the day, the Scouts worked through eight require-
ments to complete the merit badge.  A few of the Scouts had interest in trains, model railroading or had ridden on a train but the ma-
jority of the Scouts had little experience with railroading.  The class dealt with the signals and communications used today, whistle or 
horn signals, car types, unit trains, how the diesel engine works, departmental organization, scale vs. gauge, reading a timetable, and 
railroad safety.  The highlight of the class was the construction of an HO scale boxcar provided by the Division of the NMRA or the 
opportunity to work to switch cars on the Miami Valley Modular Railway, Modules with Dayton N Trak or the Timesavers owned 
by the Division, White Water Valley RR or Dave Holl. During lunch and after the class the Scouts could tour many of the model 
railroad layouts in the Ballarena or visit the venders at show. I appreciate the cooperation of the layout owners with these newcomers 
to the hobby who don’t fully understand the hobby and its etiquette. 
 Probably the single greatest highlight of this class for me was the number of food items the Boy Scouts 
collected for the Northwest Fish Food Bank in Englewood. Many thanks to the Scouts for doing this Good 
Turn to donate 100 pounds of food for those less fortunate to be used during the holidays. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Company Store News Letter 
To Members of Division #3 

Welcome everyone hope you had a great Thanksgiving .To let everyone know we have received some V&O 
hoppers from Division 7 we only have 11 in stock they are $18.00 each, get them while they last. I have one 
Thomas the train banner left if anyone would like one. 
All together we sold a total of $571.00. We are down to one set of outside brace cars plus one pre built car. 
Till next month HAPPY RAILS EVERYONE!!!!!!!!! 
                                                                                                              Paul 

All of this would not have been possible without the help of the following individuals and businesses: 
Rick Lach for arranging the donation of space for the class from Hara Arena as well as  acquiring the Ac-
curail kits for the class. 
John Reck a great friend and fellow Scouter from Covington, Ohio, who helped with paper- 

work, kit construction, set up and tear down, and all the little odd jobs. John actually volunteered for 
each class the division has conducted knowing what he was getting into from previous experience! 
Quite frankly, I would not have been able to run the class so smoothly without his help and previous 
experience and I always know with him on board the class will succeed. A very special thank you to 
John’s friend Esther the ‘Pie Lady’ who made a pumpkin pie to share with Sunday’s class instructors! 

Ed Lamprecht an enthusiastic supporter of the class for  making arrangements for a video  projector to 
be used each day to show video furnished by Operation Lifesaver and  the BSA and handling much of the 
paper work for the class as well as set up and  tear  down. Ed is has also digitalized many of the  pres-
entations into an outstanding power  point presentation for the class to enhance the learning curve in the class. 
Wil Davis who is one of our greatest ambassadors out there promoting the hobby as he for  worked with 
Pete to arrange for the scouts to try their hand at operation on the Miami  Valley Modular Railway. 
Don Kriegbaum, for instructing the Scouts on the cleaning and lubrication of a model locomotive and track 

cleaning and working  with Dick Straus to arrange operation on the Dayton N Trak layout. 
J. Hedge for publishing this article in the Callboard after skipping town for a wedding instead of running 

trains! 
Leroy Clouser from Operation Lifesaver who shared information on railroad safety and  provided a safety 
video, flyers and pins for the class. 
United Christian Church for providing me a sound system and wireless microphone. 
Larry Zeller and Division 3 Members who helped the boys with the reading of the timetable 

and kit construction. 
Mary, my wife, for allowing me the time to prepare for and teach the class as well as act as my  personal sec-
retary and taking all those messages from Scouts and trying to answer their 

questions. She also helped gather, load and unload the materials needed for the class as 
well as transport the food donation to the St Peter’s food pantry. 
 
If you have any Model railroad or railroading items you would like to donate to the next class to be 

used as gifts for the Scouts that excel please contact me at Jeepfunatic@yahoo.com. With support like this the 
class can only get better. In trying to thank everyone, I’m sure I missed someone, but that is the chance you 
take when you try to acknowledge a bunch of great people in our hobby.  As you can see we had a good crew 
and a good time, but the best thing was to see these young men learning about railroading and seeing the pride 
in their faces as they completed their kits and earned the Railroading Merit Badge.  Thanks to all of you for 
your help as well as the Scout leaders and parents that supported this event as it would not have come off with-
out you. 
 In Service to Scouting and our hobby................ 
    Kirk Perkins Railroading Merit Badge Counselor 
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