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Division 3 Website: www.modelraildayton.com 

The next meeting will be at 2pm on Sunday, May 31, 2015  
 Greene County Historical Society 

Church and King St 
Xenia, Ohio 

The meeting is being held on the 5th Sunday 
due to scheduling conflicts. 

 
For the May 31 General Meeting, we will return to the “how to” feature presentations 
with  Pastor Doug Campbell giving a clinic on "Scratch building buildings for your railroad." 
 
Meetings are open to all members of the NMRA and any one interested in railroads or railroad modeling. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR MAY 2015 
 
A warmer greetings to everyone as we officially start Spring!  A couple of administrative items to mention 
first off: 
 

 The Mid-Central Region Annual Convention takes place from May 14-17 in Lexington, KY.  Please 
go to the regional website for a link to the convention website.  Although all rooms in the dedicated 
motel are taken, Lexington is a big city, and other local motels there are available.  You can still regis-
ter for the entire convention or just one day, if that suits your schedule and availability.  The contest 
day and banquet are on Saturday.  The MCR BOG Meeting is at 9PM Friday evening.  I will attend 
that and present our Division 3 report.  If you have comments for me to bring to the attention of the 
regional board, please let me know. 

 
 In deference to the convention being held on our regular May General Meeting date, we have resched-

uled our May general  meeting to Sunday, May 31, at 2 PM, in the Greene County Historical Society 
building.  (We looked at May 10 and May 24, but those were Mother’s Day and Memorial Day respec-
tively, and we didn’t’t wish to interfere with your holiday family plans).  So please note the change. 
 

 Since taking over the website recently, Gail and Dana have made great strides in bringing our Division 
Website back up to date.  With unfamiliar codes, links, and administration transfers, it has taken them 
a while to figure things out.  We appreciate their dedication to solving this challenge, and very soon 
we again will have a website second to none. 

 
 Divisions 6 & 9 have invited the entire Mid Central Region to their Open House at the Marion, Ohio 

Train Station on Saturday, June 13, from 9-5.  Activities include plenty of train watching, including 
the 2 diamonds, food, touring the station which is also a museum, and great discussion.  This would be 
a great family outing and fun for all. 
 

 As mentioned last month, we have another leadership vacancy:  our Director of Training.  With Ray 
Baldwin planning to move out of town, we need a replacement immediately.  If you would like to 
oversee our division training efforts, please see me or another BOG member.  We also have vacancies 
as Dalmatian Switching District Business Manager and Audio Visual Equipment Custodian. 
 

Well, for the last two months we have brought in the experts to talk about the Achievement Program and nec-
essary documentation for contests and requirements and paperwork for achievement certificates (Dick Briggs 
and Frank Koch) .  We now know what is expected, and for those who wish to participate, we will do every-
thing possible to facilitate the approval of your applications.  We have a notebook with all standards, applica-
tions, and notes.  Let’s focus on the Volunteer Certificate for the next two months.  Please bring in a list of all 
your volunteer activities for as far back as you can remember.  We will sit down with you one on one and cal-
culate your time units.  Phil Gliebe has recently completed his hours for Chief Dispatcher and will submit his 
paperwork.  For those of you who are operating at someone’s layout regularly, we will assist you with this pa-
perwork as well.  It is not difficult.  If you have cars, structures, or projects that you wish to have judged, the 
MCR Convention is the place to do it immediately—so please try to take advantage of that.  And we will soon 
be providing assistance for the Golden Spike Award applications.  Thanks for your patience as we tried to get 
through an understanding of what is involved with the AP Program.   
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the May General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Society at 
2 PM on Sunday May 31. 
    Rick Lach 
    Superintendent 
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  Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot”. 

The coming contest schedule …                                                                             

 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
 
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structure  
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 

Results for April 2015 
Passenger Cars 

 
LEVEL 1  Kit  
 
LEVEL  2  Kitbash  
First Place  Ric Zimmerman 
Second Place  Wil Davis 
Third Place  Gordon Carlson 
 
LEVEL 3  Sctratchbuilt 
First Place  Bob Fink 
 
PHOTO 
First Place  Paul Jenkins 
Second Place  Paul Jenkins 
   Paul Jenkins 
    

Photos by John Buhmann 

 

Level 3 First Place 

Level 2 First Place 
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Open Operating Sessions 
The Darke County Model Railroad Club is inviting anyone who is interested in operating their layout to join 
them. They meet on the second Sunday of the month, starting at 1:00 pm. There is plenty of parking and lots 
of fun. They are located at: 

405 1/2  S. Broadway 
Greenville, Ohio 
(Second Floor) 

Level 2 Second Place 

Level 2 Third Place 

Company Store News 
         

Welcome  Members to warm weather. This month we are featuring our corner 
braces and t-cups. Corner braces are the best pieces for sturdy buildings. The t-
cups come in one, two or 3 holes, they help protect and make sturdy mounting for 
your control switches. Also new in the store are division 3 hats. We also have con-
crete retaining walls for scenery, useable in all scales. Next month the store will be 
attending  the convention in Lexington, come and join in the fun. See you next 
month. 
                                                                          HAPPY RAILS!!!!!!!! 
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A Date in Rail History 

Welcome Members  To Turn Back The Clock In Railroad History 

By Paul Jenkins 
Hello members. Each month I will bring something from the past. This month I'm bringing you this piece from 
Battle Creek Michigan. This depot was built in 1906 at the cost of $100,000 dollars or roughly 2.5 million at 
today's costs. This depot is a symbol of Battle Creek's rich train history. It's no longer used for trains, but sits 
along the Canadian National tracks. It is now a community action agency. It was used by Grand Trunk Rail-
road as a passenger depot from 1907 to 1971, when Grand Trunk turned it over to the newly formed Amtrak. 
In 1988 W.K. Kellogg Foundation let the Community Action Agency purchase it and started renovations. For 
information visit their web site caascm.org to see more pictures. 

 
From yester years and modern ones to. 
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Bridge Construction 

 
 
Wood and stone were used exclusively until 1840’s. Iron and steel were first used in early 1840’s for bridge 
fittings and for tension members. By 1869, all-steel bridges were being built. Lift drawbridges appeared 
around the turn of the century, about the same time that concrete started replacing stone in bridge construc-
tion. 
 
Steel bridges were initially riveted, but rivets were replaced by bolts during the 1930’s. Welding became com-
monplace in the 1950’s. 
 
Bridge Loading Ratings  

 
 
The load rating is known as a Cooper rating. It represents the maximum load capacity of the bridge. The 
number following the E is the loading per axle in 1000’s of pounds force. 
 
Truss Types and Development Timeline 
 

T y p e M a te ria l 1 9 th  C e n tu ry Ea rly  2 0 th  M o d e rn
B eam W ood

Steel
C oncrete

to 20
-
-

to  15
to  20
to  10

to  10
to  40
to  20

P late G irder S teel to  100 10 -  150 20 -  200

S imple Truss W ood
Steel

15 -  150
50 -  300 

15 -  150
50 -  500

-
100 -  700

Arch W ood
Steel
C oncrete

50 -  200
100 -  700
to 100

50 -  200
100 -  1000
to  200

-
100 +
to  300

C antilever S teel 200 -  1000 300 -  1500 300 +

C ontinuous Steel - 300 -  800 300 -  800

L o a d in g N o te s
E-30 Light Loading
E-50 C ommon Loading (circa 1910)
E-60 C ommon Mainline (circa 1920's)
E-65 Modern Mainline Service
E-70 H igh-Speed Mainline Service

Warren
1850's

Pratt
1840's

Howe
1840's


