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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR JANUARY 2015
By the time the membership receives this issue of the Call Board, the Christmas holidays will be over, and we
will have begun the New Year of 2015. The overwhelming wish of the entire Board of Governors is that everyone had a Merry Christmas, and that 2015 is one of your best years ever.
I was somewhat shocked and pleasantly surprised at the attendance of the December 2014 General Meeting on
December 21st (just 3 days before Christmas Eve). We are thankful that Mike Mereness planned an irresistible program of 3 mini-clinics to lure members away from their holiday homes to watch Wil Davis conduct a
hands-on clinic on Soldering; Curt LaRue from Division 7 teach us how to make trees; and Mike Mereness
demonstrate how to make foam scenery. These demo-clinics prove to be very popular, and we thank Wil,
Curt, and Mike for their informative presentations and for jobs well done.
On a very sad note, we announced the untimely death of Norm Courtney, our Division Webmaster. Norm died
on November 22 after a lengthy illness, and several members of the Board of Governors and division attended
his Memorial Service. As our Webmaster, Norm produced and maintained a website second to none, and he
and his services will be greatly missed. Fortunately for the division, Norm trained Jim Hebner as a back-up,
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and Jim has now taken over as Webmaster, successfully transferring all the management documents and updating the website, without a missed beat. Thanks Jim; we look forward to working with you.
Miscellaneous:
The February General Meeting will be our Annual Auction. So now is the time to start gathering up those inventory items that perhaps you would like to “thin-out” and prepare to be someone else’s treasures. It would
speed things up if you brought your items in with the paperwork already completed.
We continue to plan and work on our Model Railroad TRAINing Day, on March 14, at the Sulphur Grove
United Methodist Church in Huber Heights. We are counting on the membership to help advertise the event
by passing out flyers, participate in the demonstrations, and attending. We are looking at having our March
General Meeting the next day, March 15, at the Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church in Huber Heights, to
take advantage of seeing the layout built by attendees of the Model Railroad TRAINING Day and perhaps
running the Dalmatian Switching District.
I am aware of one immanent train show: Montgomery County Train Show and Flea Market on January 18, at
the Montgomery County Fairgrounds in downtown Dayton.
Baseball hats in the division colors with the division logo embroidered are in and will be available at the January meeting for under $15. Also, also we remind everyone of early registration for the Annual MCR Convention, this year to be held in Lexington, KY. Registration at a reduced rate is available on line. The convention
is 14-17 May, 2015.
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the January General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Society
building at 2 PM on Sunday January 18. The feature presentation will be the much anticipated clinic and demonstration on 3-D Printing. The uses of 3-D printing could be the next great technological advance in model
railroading, having a tremendous effect on rolling stock, structures, and scenery. You don’t want to miss this
one – see you on January 18!
HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE!!!
Rick Lach
Superintendent

The University of Dayton Christmas on Campus
Wow! The University of Dayton Christmas on Campus event was spectacular! It was bigger in scope than we
imagined, covering about 6 academic buildings around the center of campus. They news channel said they had
a record crowd. They had 3 live reindeer, an ice sculpture of a steam train, face painting, food, gifts, santa
clause, games, and of course, the train room, which was a very large, open room on the second floor of the student center. There were about 10 train displays from organizations that we are all familiar with, but with a
Christmas atmosphere on each of the layouts. Thanks to Wil, Ron, and Peter, the loop layout was inspected
and trains were ready to go. Peter brought 4 Christmas trains from his collection, and we used the Christmas
gondola car for the kids to pick out their candy canes! We put wreathes on the headlights of the other two engines. We put fake snow on the corners, and Ron and Peter brought snow covered pine trees of different sizes,
and Peter brought a decorated Christmas tree (with lites) that we put at ground zero. The layout looked and
ran great and fit right in with all the other displays. The kids had so many choices of places and things to do,
(Continued on page 3)
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Contests
We have three categories each month. You can enter Scratch Built, Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit
built. This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level. Judging is by popular
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will
make arrangements for you “on the spot”.
Results for December 2014
The coming contest schedule ...

Structure

January - Open Loads
February - No Contest
March - Freight Cars
April - Passenger Cars
May - Diesel Locomotives
June - Steam Locomotives
July - Non-Revenue Cars
August - No Contest
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)
October - Caboose
November - Weathering

December - Structure

LEVEL 1
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Kit
Jim Foster
Andy Slyh
Andy Slyh

LEVEL 2
First Place

Kitbash
Wil Davis

LEVEL 3
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Sctratchbuilt
Bill Ford
Terry McTaggert
Andy Slyh

PHOTO
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Paul Jenkins
Paul Jenkins
Paul Jenkins

The University of Dayton Christmas on Campus

that I don't think we had the full1500 kids there, but we had a CONSTANT parade of kids, student sponsors,
parents, alumni, and teachers come by. We had 3000 pieces of candy, and we probably gave half of that
out. (We have a great supply for our training day.) I am really not sure who got more out of this, the underprivileged kids or Peter, Ron, Kathleen and Rick). Bob and Bobbie Fluck provided hot dogs, hot choc, cookies, and coffee. We all had one great evening, and the kids were happy to see the trains. We will do everything in our power to try to do this again next year.
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EduTRAIN® is coming to the MCR
Tom Miller
Education Manager NMRA MCR
The NMRA EduTRAIN® is a program designed to help the NMRA better fulfill its charter objective of providing education and training for model railroaders and the communities they serve. There is in development a complete curriculum of re-usable turnkey clinics covering all aspects of model railroading from
kit building to scenery, electricity and electronics, layout construction, scenery, and operation. NMRA
EduTRAIN® clinics will include traditional presentations as well as demo labs and hands on workshops where
the primary objective is to teach. When fully implemented, NMRA EduTRAIN® will allow a model railroader
to progress through all phases of model railroading, according to their interests, from novice to Master Model
Railroader.
NMRA EduTRAIN® does not include or replace other informational clinics such as layout tours,
travelogues, or general information on railroad practices at NMRA events. If you have a favorite clinic,
NMRA EduTRAIN® does not render it obsolete. But if you have a clinic that does a particularly good job of
teaching other modelers how to do something related to model railroading, AND you are willing to consider
including it in the EduTRAIN® program, please contact Tom Miller NMRA MCR Education Manager at
tom.miller@uconn.edu with a summary of your proposal.
The NMRA Education Department wants to encourage the formation of Special Interest Groups
(SIGS) that have an educational perspective. A NMRA Special Interest Group (SIG) is an independent group
of members organized to provide a forum for the exchange of prototype or model railroad information. According to NMEA, these SIGs could take several forms. Among such Special Interest Groups is a “NMRAonly” model railroad group with a focus on skilled model railroaders. Model for a Special Interest Group
would involve an open model railroad group. This SIG permits anyone to join regardless of NMRA membership status. The third form or kind of SIG focuses on Prototype model railroading. This SIG may explore
Prototype railroad historical, technical, and restoration. Program. Members of a prototype railroad group
would not require individuals to be members of the NMRA, however the SIG Coordinator must be an NMRA
member. All NMRA members are encouraged to stay in touch with the EduTRAIN® program by signing up
for updates. The link for that sign-up is available on the EduTRAIN® website. That NMRA website is available at http://www.nmra.org/edutrain

The University of Dayton Christmas on Campus
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Detailing Accurail Box Cars – Phil Gliebe
At the November 16th membership meeting of Division 3, I gave a “Show and Tell” on how I added details to
an Accurail Box car, using an article written by Jim Six. Several people came up afterward and asked lots of
questions and wanted to know the references I used to come up with the detailing, so I thought I would provide
this information for Division 3 members in the Call Board.
The article by Jim Six was cited in the Division Business Car column by Jim Zinzer in the February 2013 issue
of NMRA Magazine. If you follow Jim Zinzer’s instructions in that issue, you can go into the NMRA Members Only web site and find the Jim Six article, as a pdf download. Basically, the article describes detailing
Accurail gondolas and wood-sheathed box cars with additional underframe brake details. For the box cars, Jim
Six discards the fish belly underframe center beams, and replaces them with 1/8-inch styrene C-section beam
strips. I found these at my local Hobbytown USA store.
He then adds a brake actuation rod, lever-arm, and brake cylinder assembly, which is a plastic one-piece casting made by Accurail. If you go to the Accurail web site, www.accurail.com,
and click on the parts section, you will find this part as one of
the gondola parts. In fact, Accurail 41-ft. gondolas already
have this part in their kits. The C-section center beams provide
a nice flat surface to attach (glue) the brake assembly casting. I
went one step further and added piping between the brake cylinder, the triple valve, and the air brake reservoir tank using
0.010” Phosphor-Bronze wire purchased from Tichy Products.
I found diagrams and photos for this piping in the Kalmbach
book, “Detailing Freight Cars,” by Jeff Wilson. Finally, I also
added a train line, made of 0.020” Phosphor-Bronze wire purchased from Tichy Products.
Photo 1 shows two examples. The left side shows the stock
Accurail box car underframe. The right side shows the same
model box car with the details as described above. Photo 2
shows two more examples. The top example shows the Accurail brake assembly added to an Athearn wood-sheathed box
car. It already had flat (not fish-belly) center sills, so it was a
simple matter to add the brake detail assembly. I had to remove the Athearn brake cylinder because it was on the wrong
side of the car! The bottom of photo 2 shows the same detail
added to a Bowser 50 ft. steel box car. On this car, I also
added the component brake piping.
The added brake details provide a more realistic car when
viewed at eye level, and are a good step toward super-detailing
a car when working on your AP certificate in Cars. Since the
Accurail brake assembly casting is an AB brake design, it can
be used to add detail to more modern cars, as shown in the bottom half of photo 2. I am grateful to Jim Zinzer and his Division Business Car column in NMRA magazine for
calling our attention to this relatively easy way to make a standard kit car more realistic and unique.
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FREE

Model Railroad TRAINing DAY
Saturday, March 14, 2015
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church
7505 Taylorsville Rd.
Huber Heights, OH 45424
(1/2 mile south of I-70 and a block east of SR 201)

Ask the Experts How To...
• Lay Track
• Wire the Track
• Build Structures
• Build Mountains
• Scenic your Railroad

Help Construct a Small HO
Layout from Start to Finish
• Operate a Model Layout –

The Dalmatian Switching District
• Run Operations like The Real
Railroads

AND MORE!!!
Refreshments Available
Sponsored by
“Miami Valley” Division 3
MCR
National Model Railroad
Association
Contact: Ray Baldwin at
Training@modelraildayton.com

Look for updates at
www.modelraildayton.com

