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This Month's Program ...
Coal Mines ... From the history to building the
models for a layout.

Mike Mereness will take us back to some great coal mines and show us how to
model them. Plenty of details and photos so come out with plenty of questions and
your information to add in.
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SUPER'S

NOTES

Let's get rolling...

You know you're a model railroader and railfan when you blow
your horn two longs, a short, and a long through every intersection.!
Getting your money's worth
A couple month's back at the regional convention some ideas were being tossed around at the superintendent's breakfast. The topic was 'how
do you get and retain members at the division level'. Some great information came out of it but the theme that I have harped on for a lot of
years is that you have to offer folks something they can't get anywhere
else. We have tried to build our division on that theme and it seems to
work. Any one can get some fine inspiration and education buying a
magazine or even spending time in the local hobby shop learning but we
have tried to take it one step further in this division.
Take the last meeting where we sold the laser kits and then had a master model railroader take you through building your own. The combination of a kit offered at a good price- because we can do quantity buying
- and someone who can demonstrate right at your side is darn hard to
find anywhere else. It seems that we are on the right track with these
“hands on” clinics as you have responded in the surveys and with your
participation. We sold out on the kits and brought more in so we will
surely do it again. The contest folks are even having a special contest
in January for any Passenger Shelters built at the November meeting.
Bring yours out and even if you don't enter, display it on the Show and
Tell table.
We'll keep the meetings coming with more of these ideas, just let us
know of some items that would fit for you. We know what it takes to
give you your money's worth cause we're serious model railroaders too.

Special Raffle is ready The special raffle was a beautiful, framed
railroad picture that Phil let go as
a surprise last time. He'll start a 3
month special raffle with one of
the neatest small operating HO
engines I've seen from the last
donated collection. Come out and
take a look. For a buck what can
you lose???

Let's have the biggest auction
ever!
Next month is the annual auction.
Bruce Albright said that if you
have an item to sell that you think
would be a “show stopper”, give
him a ring and he will publicize it
in next month's Call Board. Who
knows, given some publicity it
might bring you enough to pay
off your mortgage or at least get
some of those neat brass engines
that your wife has always wanted
you to have.
See YOU at the next meeting
Bob Fink MMR

Division 3 Website: www.modelraildayton.com
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Sharpening Your SKILLS

AP Program News...
The whole concept of the Achievement Program is based on improving your skills and getting recognition
for it. To make the program work we have to offer you a chance to show your work and you have to come
forward and participate. We'll do our part each month by offering a popularity contest and even a “show and
tell” table to get you started. As your skills advance you can join us in the Achievement Program (AP).

Our REGULAR monthly contest setup ...
We have three categories each month. You can enter Scratchbuilt, KitBashed, or just plain
Kit built. This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level. Judging is
by popular vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will make arrangements for you “on the spot”.
The coming contest schedule ...

JANUARY Open Loads & PRR Passenger Shelter from November Clinic
FEBRUARY NO CONTEST
December 2009 - Structures
Kit
First
Second
Third
Fruit Stand Contest
First
Ken Rackliff
John Smith
Second
Bob Fink
Third
J. Hedge

Kit Bashed

Scratch Built

PHOTO

Stuart Harrod

Dave Decker

Bob Fink

Dave Decker
J. Hedge
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Division Elections
It’s time for the biannual arm twisting and nagging to start again. Division 3 will hold the
election of officers in April 2010. The positions are Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent,
and Chief Clerk. The incumbent Superintendent and Chief Clerk are ineligible to run for the
same positions. We need at least 2 candidates for each position. Please consider running for
office. The positions do not require any experience or special background. The only requirement is the desire to keep the Division running. Contact Brian Petroziello on the nominating
committee for more information.

You are invited to attend the next meeting of Division 3. It
will be held at the Family Life Center, Chapel 3, Chapel
Lane, Riverside, Ohio at 2 pm, January 17 2010. Visitors

and guests are always welcome.
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55 Boy Scouts Complete Railroading Merit Badge and Do a Good Turn
at
th
November 7th & 8 , 2009 Division Train Show!
Thirty-six Scouts on Saturday and another nineteen Scouts on Sunday completed the six-hour class, to
bring the total number of Scouts earning the Railroading Merit Badge sponsored by Division 3 of the National Model Railroad Association to 825! These Scouts were from twenty Troops from Germantown to Sidney and Beavercreek to Eaton, Ohio. Congratulations to Zachary Raleigh of Troop 26 in Miamisburg on Saturday and Thomas Cheney from Troop 395 in Tipp City who had the highest test grade in their respective
classes.
The requirements for Railroading Merit Badge emphasize Railroad safety and prototype operation. Model railroading is still part of the cal and I had
collected many different types of rolling stock and motive power in G, O, O27, HO, N, and Z scales to assist in the teaching this aspect of the class. The Scouts were
shown the video used at the 2001 National Jamboree to introduce the Railroading Merit Badge. This is an excellent video produced through the cooperation of
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad, Operation Lifesaver, and the Boy Scouts of America. Through the course of the day, the Scouts worked through eight
requirements to complete the merit badge. A few of the Scouts had interest in trains, model railroading or had ridden on a train but the majority of the Scouts had
little experience with railroading. The prototype portion of class dealt with the signals and communications used today, whistle or horn signals, car types, unit trains,
how the diesel engine works, departmental organization, scale vs. gauge, reading a timetable, and railroad safety. The highlight of the class was the construction of
an HO scale boxcar provided by the Division of the NMRA. During lunch and after the class the Scouts could tour many of the model railroad layouts in the Ballarena or visit the venders at show. I appreciate the cooperation of the layout owners with these newcomers to the hobby who don’t fully understand the hobby and
it’s etiquette.

Probably the single greatest highlight of this class for me was the number of food items the Boy
Scouts collected for the Northwest Fish Food Bank in Englewood. The summary of items we collected are as
follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Canned Goods
94
94
Boxed Goods
35
28
Miscellaneous food items
39
14
Daily Total
168
136
Grand total = 304 food items
Many thanks to the Scouts for doing this Good Turn for those less fortunate.
All of this would not have been possible without the help of the following individuals and businesses:
Nick Folger for arranging the donation of space for the class from Hara Arena
Don Kriegbaum, for instructing the Scouts on the cleaning and lubrication of a model locomotive and
track cleaning. You ought to see the Scouts eyes when they learned how to pop the top off of locomotive!
J. Hedge for publishing this article in the Callboard.
Ron Dietrich for donating his back issues of railroading magazines so each Scout could take a
couple home.
Jim Higgins from Operation Lifesaver who shared information on railroad safety and provided a
safety video and lapel pins and flyers for the class.
Bill Ford for providing RR cars so the Scouts could learn
10
different
car
types.
Bill
has
donated
the
VCR
to
the
class
Bill Garlow and United Christian Church for providing me a sound system and wireless
microphone.
John Reck a great friend and fellow Scouter from Covington, Ohio, who helped with paper
work, kit construction, set up and tear down, and all the little odd jobs. John actually volunteered for
each class the division has conducted knowing what he was getting into from previous experience!
Quite frankly, I would not have been able to run the class so smoothly without his help and previous
experience and I always know with him on board the class will succeed.
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Mark and Laurie Combs for making arrangements for a video projector to be used each day to show
Videotape furnished by Operation Lifesaver and the BSA.
Larry Zeller and Division 3 Members who helped the boys with the reading of the timetable
and kit construction.
Jim Klinsick and Dan Melton who donated an S Gauge Gondola and track for the Scale vs. Gauge portion of the class. (I’m
sorry if I misspelled your name as I had trouble reading Larry Zeller’s handwriting who sought the donation)
Several of the Scout Leaders Michael Montgomery 318, Jody Malone 344, Tom Schaffer 169, Randy De
Vilbiss 29, Scott Cochran 280, Al Teeters 490, Rick Chaney 395, Brian Yancy 48, Ray Dukes 268,
Dave& Irene Crawford 268, Phil Dettweiler 395, Steven Akers 66 and Derwin Sanford 66. Who
helped in sorting and packing food, grading tests and building the kits during the class.
Dave Hickinbotham of DLH Locomotive for rustling up HO kits to be used to recognize
outstanding scouts and selling them to us at discount so we do not have to charge the Scouts for the
class.
Mary, my wife, for allowing me the time to prepare for and teach the class as well as act as my personal secretary and taking all those messages from Scouts and trying to answer their questions. She also helped
gather, load and unload the materials needed for the class as well as transport the food donation to the
Northwest Fish Food bank.
If you have any Model railroad or railroading items you would like to donate to the next class to be
used as gifts for the Scouts that excel please contact me at Jeepfunatic@yahoo.com. With support like this
the class can only get better. In trying to thank everyone, I’m sure I missed someone, but that is the chance
you take when you try to acknowledge a bunch of great people in our hobby. As you can see we had a good
crew and a good time, but the best thing was to over fifty young men learning about railroading and seeing
the pride in their faces as they completed their kits and earned the Railroading Merit Badge. Thanks to all of
you for your help as well as the Scout leaders and parents that supported this event as it would not have come
off without you.
In Service to Scouting and our hobby................
Kirk Perkins Railroading Merit Badge Counselor

